FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
May 21, 2020
The following are Minutes of a meeting of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of Commissioners
held at the Park District Administration Building, 7540 W. Braemar Lane, Frankfort, Illinois.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Dave Macek, Craig Maksymiak, Denis
Moore, Brian Mulheran, and Joe Vlosak.

IV.

Public Input
No members of the public were present.

V.

Correspondence
No correspondence was presented.

VI.

Presentation of the April 16, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1546 to accept the April 16, 2020, Board Meeting
Minutes as presented. Pam Kohlbacher seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian
Mulheran, and Dave Macek. Abstained: Ken Blackburn and Joe Vlosak. Nays: None.
Motion passed.

VII.

Election of Officers
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1547 to open the floor for the nomination of President.
Joe Vlosak seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1548 to nominate Ken Blackburn as President.
Dave Macek seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1549 to close the floor for the nomination of
President. Denis Moore seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1550 to open the floor for the nomination of Vice
President. Denis Moore seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
Denis Moore made Motion 20-1551 to nominate Dave Macek as Vice President. Joe
Vlosak seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
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Denis Moore made Motion 20-1552 to close the floor for the nomination of Vice
President. Craig Maksymiak seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
VIII.

Board Appointments
President Ken Blackburn appointed Jim Randall to serve as Secretary of the Board of
Commissioners. Mr. Randall accepted said appointment.
President Ken Blackburn appointed Craig Maksymiak to serve as Treasurer of the
Board of Commissioners. Mr. Maksymiak accepted said appointment.
President Ken Blackburn appointed the law firm of Ancel, Glink, Diamond, Bush,
DiCianni & Krafthefer, P.C. to serve as legal representation.
President Ken Blackburn appointed Jim Randall and Dave Macek to serve as FOIA and
OMA Officers. Mr. Randall and Mr. Macek accepted said appointments.
President Ken Blackburn appointed Dave Macek to serve as Risk Management and
Personnel Liaison. Dave Macek accepted said appointment.
It was decided that the Park District Board Meetings shall be conducted on the third
Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m., and the regular December Board Meeting will be
held on Monday, December 7, 2020, at 7:30 p.m. Said meetings will be conducted at
the Frankfort Square Park District Administration Building, located at 7540 W.
Braemar Lane, Frankfort, Illinois.
It was decided that the Park District’s regular November Board Meeting will be held at
the Square Links Golf Course clubhouse, located at 7861 W. St. Francis Road,
Frankfort, Illinois at 7:30 p.m.
Check signing authority was granted to the following individuals: Jim Randall, John
Keenan, Ed Reidy, Ken Blackburn, Dave Macek, and Craig Maksymiak.
The Board named the Daily Southtown as the newspaper of choice for legal ad
publications.
President Ken Blackburn appointed Audrey Marcquenski to the LWSRA Board, and
Jim Randall to serve as an alternate. Mr. Randall accepted and will notify Ms.
Marcquenski of said appointment.
The Board named Old Plank Trail Community Bank as the primary financial institution
to house Park District bank accounts.

IX.

Legal Report
Just prior to the start of this evening’s Board Meeting, Mr. Randall received
notification from that the IRS accepted the self-correction regarding 403(b) accounts,
and NBS will oversee any necessary filings.
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X.

Treasurer’s Report
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, President Ken Blackburn accepted the April
Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1553 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing.
Dave Macek seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian
Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.
Jim Randall presented the 2020/2021 Operating Budget, a copy of which was provided
to each Board Member in advance of said meeting, and requested consideration of
same.
Jim Randall reported that the budget, as presented, is the same document that has been
worked on over the past several months. It will need to adjusted and changed over the
coming months based on cash flow and lack of program revenue due to the current
shutdown. Mr. Randall also noted that the District has dramatically reduced capital
improvements.
Recreation programming costs exceed revenues, but are a normal part of business. It is
hoped that some micro-programming will be offered in July, pending State guidelines.
The fall brochure will be offered in an electronic format only as a print copy does not
provide flexibility with the current changing times.
Although the budget reflects salary increases, all have been put on hold. Staff are very
appreciative of the ability to continue working, and the availability of the golf course
has enabled the District to keep full-time Office and Recreation staff employed. These
staff members have stepped up, and all are adapting well to the new software and State
rules. Vice President, Dave Macek asked when it may be appropriate to provide
increases, and Mr. Randall does not anticipate that it will be an action the District will
take this year.
Mr. Randall, in asking for approval of the budget, noted that all capital expenditures
will go through the Board, ensuring a decision process is in place prior to spending any
money.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1554 authorizing the adoption of the 2020/2021
Operating Budget as presented. Brian Mulheran seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Brian Mulheran, Denis
Moore, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: none. Motion passed.
Jim Randall reported that the first tax distribution for the fiscal year in the amount of
$283,000 was received from Will County. The second distribution of just under
$500,000 will be received the first week of June and District account balances will be
financially sound through fall.
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Mr. Randall further reported that he is investigating a promissory note as a potential
funding vehicle in the event the District should have a shortfall in the coming months.
XI.

Executive Director’s Report
Square Links Golf Course reopened under strict State guidelines, and golfers are
required to call in for tee times. Phase 3 will allow foursomes, single rider cart rentals,
with two riders as long as the golfers live in the same household.
At some point, the driving will be able to reopen, but Mr. Randall noted the State will
need to provide rules prior to this action. As with the reopening of the golf course, the
District cannot physically complete all necessary actions required for compliance with
the State’s regulations, which can take up to three weeks to implement, such as
signage, and potential changes to stations in order to provide appropriate distancing.
Driving range times will be scheduled, similar to tee times to ensure to number of users
remains in compliance with social gathering numbers.
The manual tee time reservations will be in place approximately June 7.
Preparations for Teesnap are complete, staff training will take place on May 22, and
some software adjustments will be necessary to revise from twosomes to foursomes.
Staff training for Toptracer may begin the first week in June, and it is hoped this new
opportunity will be available on or about June 14. Initial plans are that patrons would
schedule reservations that would provide 45 minutes of use with limitless golf balls.
Pickleball courts, previously closed due to non-compliance to State social distancing
guidelines, will reopen on June 1 and will be posted with State rules. If non-compliance
is again observed, the facilities will be locked.
When responding to complaints regarding non-compliance, Mr. Randall typically notes
the Park District has no powers of enforcement and that first responders are not always
readily available to police facilities that cannot be locked, such as the Skate Park and
park paths. The District posts signage, but counts on users to be personally responsible
for their actions when accessing its open facilities.
Commissioner Denis Moore asked if residents are expressing concerns about what is
currently unavailable that is supported by tax dollars. Jim Randall responded that the
community is generally supportive, understands the current restraints, and appreciates
that our parks are open and usable. Contracted landscaping has dramatically improved
the maintenance at all parks and landscaped areas. Mr. Randall further noted that our
full-time staff costs that are lower than any other local agency and debt service is paid
by tax dollars, however programming is self-sufficient, with program fees paid by
participants.
People have been hugely supportive of how refunds are being managed, and preschool
teachers continue to communicate with families. The District is doing its best to service
the community and has received positive feedback from residents.
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The current budget includes a $300,000 capital improvement budget, but there are no
plans to complete projects at that level.
All maintenance line items have been dramatically reduced, but includes $300,000 for
contracted mowing/landscaping services.
The golf course budget also includes contracted maintenance services.
Mr. Randall confirmed the tax distributions will be received on a timely basis, but is
investigating various funding measures in the event the District experiences a shortfall.
Commissioner, Denis Moore asked if there were plans to improve the trails, since they
have been heavily used during the current State shutdown. Mr. Randall noted $10,000
has been slated for crack repair, and another $15,000 is allocated to locate garbage cans
around the trail. An additional $15,000, through the previously mentioned bid award,
will be used to repair sections of the trail in Brookside Glen. Fix and repair will be
completed and paving will be scheduled in mid-September or early October, when
additional tax distributions are received. All projects will be appropriated incrementally
and will be presented for Board consideration.
There have been people observed using baseball fields for practice, and it is up to the
parents and coaches to make good decisions.
Jim Randall received a call from Summit Hill regarding people utilizing their athletic
fields, however, they are owned by the schools and the Park District has no authority
regarding this matter.
The newly asphalted parking lot at Kiwanis Park turned out well. This site will also
include an Eagle Scout project of a bench installation for individuals that need ADA
accommodations. A path will also loop to SHSD’s Mary Drew facility, and will cross
St. Francis and tie into Lighthouse Pointe with an eventual connection to Old Plank
Road Trail.
The District will not move forward with the Master Plan, as the current financial
climate cannot support major capital improvements, however, we can still provide
smaller projects with internal resources.
XII.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
The concrete/asphalt installation bid opening was conducted, and the intent is to
review and present for Board review at the June meeting. Projects highlighted
in the bid include mounting garbage cans, purchased last year, in concrete slabs
and asphalt work for trail repairs.
Playgrounds are not being sanitized as they are not a permissible activity at this
time.

Park District Board Meeting
May 21, 2020
Page 6
(Sect. XII, Committee Reports, continued)
B.

Recreation
Sufficient information was included in the monthly report.

C.

Information Technology
Jim Randall requested approval for a redesign of the Park District’s website at a
cost not to exceed the Visionary Webworks’ quote of $19,900, a copy of which
was provided to each Board Member in advance of said meeting.
Mr. Randall noted the website is one of the District’s most valuable tools.
It has not been refreshed in ten years and can be cumbersome to see from
handheld devices.
Denis Moore made Motion 20-1555 authorizing Jim Randall to accept
Visionary Webworks quote for the District’s website redesign at a cost not to
exceed $19,900 as presented. Brian Mulheran seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore,
Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None.
Motion passed.

D.

Special Recreation
LWSRA conducted their monthly meeting via Zoom. It was reported that with
Janet Porter’s resignation as Executive Director from SSSRA, one of the
LWSRA staff members accepted a position with SSSRA, creating an opening
that was filled within.

E.

Finance and Planning
Jim Randall reported that the 2020/2021 Operating Budget included filling the
full-time Maintenance that was vacated last year with an individual that has
worked as a professional maintenance person in another community and has
twenty-five years in the field as a superintendent in a union shop. He comes
with a tremendous knowledge base, is retiring from PDRMA, and is willing to
begin working for our District in August.
Mr. Randall noted that the budget also includes a full-time bookkeeping
position that would be filled in December. The individual is currently working
part-time, but would begin working full-time in December.
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F.

Golf Course
Golf course revenue will be down nearly 50% this year due to the late start,
current restrictions to twosomes, and loss of alcohol and restaurant revenue.
Vice President, Dave Macek asked if outdoor dining would apply to the golf
course. Mr. Randall said it was a possibility, pending State governance,
physical adjustments needed to add space, and the contracted restaurant
provider’s decision on how to move forward. Commissioner, Pam Kohlbacher
asked if picnic tables could provide additional outdoor seating, but Mr. Randall
noted they cannot be used at this time, per State restrictions.
Treasurer, Craig Maksymiak asked if there were plans to charge more for
Toptracer use at the driving range. Mr. Randall stated there is no dollar amount
set at this time, but it may be promoted as twosomes for range use.

G.

Office
Sufficient information was included in the monthly report.

H.

Risk Management
Sufficient information was included in the monthly report.

I.

Wellness Committee
No report

J.

Community Updates
Jim Randall reported that construction for the apartments on 191st Street west of
80th Avenue is underway.
Vice President, Dave Macek noted that sidewalks in the Brookside Glen area along
80th Avenue are not wide enough to provide sufficient space when approaching
users from opposite directions. Mr. Macek asked if Tinley Park would consider
removing the bike lane on the street and widening the sidewalk. Mr. Randall noted
there have been discussions with Paula Wallrich, Planning Manager for Tinley
Park, but the Village will need to find a funding vehicle for this improvement.

XIII.

Old Business
No old business was discussed.
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XIV.

New Business
A. Commissioner’s Comments
Vice President, Dave Macek opened a discussion regarding Naperville’s decision
to potentially open their swimming pool this summer. Mr. Randall noted that
PDRMA does not recommend opening facilities without State approval, as they
would be unable to defend cases that are in conflict with the Governor’s
Executive Orders.

XV.

Executive Session
Dave Macek made Motion 19-1556 to enter into Executive Session at 8:35 p.m.
Craig Maksymiak seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
The Park Board reviewed minutes from closed executive sessions, both written and
verbatim audio dating from January 16, 2020 and February 20, 2020, for the purpose
of determining which sessions can be released for public inspection, and which, if
any, closed session minutes may still require confidential treatment.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1557 to go out of executive session and return to open
session at 8:45 p.m. Craig Maksymiak seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

XVI.

Consideration of Resolution 20-05-27
Jim Randall requested consideration to adopt Resolution 20-05-27, a resolution
authorizing the release of closed session minutes and the destruction of closed session
audio recordings, a copy of which was provided to each Board Member for review in
advance of said meeting.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1558 to adopt Resolution 20-05-27, as presented.
Craig Maksymiak seconded.
Per Board direction and decision regarding which executive session minutes should be
released for public inspection and which executive session minutes require
confidential treatment, Resolution 20-51-27 will be updated with said detail and
linked to the May 21, 2020 agenda, enabling public review.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian
Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion
carried.

XVII. Adjournment
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1559 to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. Dave
Macek seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
June 18, 2020
The following are Minutes of a meeting of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of Commissioners
held at the Park District Administration Building, 7540 W. Braemar Lane, Frankfort, Illinois.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Dave Macek, Craig Maksymiak, Denis
Moore, Brian Mulheran, and Joe Vlosak.
Also present: Residents Lorelle Pop and Kris Trybalski

IV.

Public Input
Resident, Lorelle Pop learned through email communication with Jim Randall that the
fountain in the Arbor Park retention pond would not be installed, then subsequently
learned that per Mr. Randall’s Facebook post, they were scheduled for installation the
week of June 15. Following are questions and comments from Ms. Pop and Ms.
Trybalski, and responses that were provided by Jim Randall and/or Board Members.
Question: Lorelle Pop reviewed the District’s budget and wanted to see more
transparency on how decisions are made, and is unclear how COVID-19 affects
the District’s communications. Ms. Pop was informed that fountains provide aesthetic
value only, but she is concerned that unless fountains are operational, the pond could be
a breeding ground for mosquitoes. Ms. Pop asked why the District doesn’t have the
money to reinstall the fountains.
Response: Jim Randall stated that at the time he initially communicated with Ms. Pop,
the District was unsure of how the current State shutdown would impact receipt of tax
distributions. Eighty employees had been furloughed and all programming had been
cancelled. Will County also approved property tax payment relief, enabling residents to
delay tax payments, leading to uncertainty, i.e. how would unemployment impact tax
distributions to the Park District. Multiple questions and concerns led to the initial
decision to forgo installing fountains that provide only aesthetic value. The small
motors with horsepower of a common lawn mower do not have the capability of
moving millions of gallons of water and cannot improve water quality. Mr. Randall
shared information on Facebook and tried to be as comprehensive as possible.
When the June 7 tax distribution was received, it appeared to be close to the customary
dollar amount, and with near normal cash flow, Mr. Randall felt more comfortable in
moving forward with the discretionary spending involved in installing and maintaining
pond fountains.
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Mr. Randall noted the Park District has additional concerns about necessary costs
involved in meeting State compliance for programming. The Park District has also
provided free programming for those in financial need, for which there may be
increased demand, however, with increased unemployment, the demand for programs,
such as the Before and After School Program may decrease. These variables led to Jim
Randall’s decision to reconsider discretionary spending, with full Board awareness, in
an effort to ensure the Park District would be able to meet its debt obligations and
maintain basic functions to keep the District running.
Fountains are scheduled to be installed this week, first at Arbor Park and secondly at
Crystal Lake Park, and it is hoped that by the end of the next week all will be installed
and operating.
Lorelle Pop noted she was reacting to communications and was simply unaware about
how decisions were made, and made a correlation about how households may cut
corners when unsure of their personal budgets, however, she expressed concerns about
what else the Park District, in the absence of unilateral decisions, may be cutting.
Jim Randall responded that the Park District is a very deliberate body and its financial
transparency is evident on its website where every Treasurer’s Report and every audit
is posted. This is an unusual and developing situation, and may further impact the
budget.
Ms. Pop noted it is important to communicate with the community and provide them
with a voice. She also agrees that if aesthetics are the only function fountains provide,
it would make sense to let them go, but she wants to ensure that mosquitoes are not
rampant as people will not want to walk around a pond that is a breeding ground.
Mr. Randall responded that open water does not provide breeding grounds for
mosquitoes and noted there are numerous articles that support this fact. As part of
resident tax bills, Frankfort Township contracts for mosquito abatement. If finding
mosquito larvae in ponds, they would treat them, however stagnant water that gathers
in old tires, bird feeders, and dormant swimming pools, etc., provides breeding grounds
for mosquitoes.
Resident, Kris Trybalski asked if Frankfort Township tests and makes determination on
water treatment.
Jim Randall stated the Township tests for mosquitoes only. Algae blooms seen in ponds
comes from nitrogen-based fertilizer runoff following rain in spring. The Park District
does not treat ponds since we live on an aquifer from which most residents get their
household water supply. Ponds water is high in road salt and fertilizer, but overall, the
quality is good, as is evidenced by the amount of wildlife that can be seen in and
around the ponds, which are actually engineered as detention ponds intended to accept
runoff water and keep basements dry during rain events.
Resident Lorelle Pop reiterated that she needs to become more aware, and in seventeen
years of living here, this was her first complaint.
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Jim Randall noted he receives between 18-20 emails per day and does his best to
answer and respond to all questions and concerns regarding a variety of issues. He will
work to provide clearer information in the future and will copy Ms. Pop on his last
email regarding pond fountains.
President, Ken Blackburn reported that the majority of Park District actions are on its
website which provides better information than what is found on community social
media sites.
Jim Randall stated he could not guarantee that every issue that the public is currently
concerned about can be posted to the website, and if residents require answers to
specific questions, they can email him directly.
Treasurer, Craig Maksymiak stated it was wonderful that Ms. Pop and Ms. Trybalski
took the time to attend and provide public input at this evening’s meeting, and
reiterated that the Park District’s website provides transparency, but we cannot be
perfect in providing everything. For this reason, residents are always encouraged to
phone, email, and attend monthly meetings of the Park Board.
Jim Randall further noted that the Park District, although mandated to remain closed,
has and continues to answer it phones and can provide answers to questions.
Resident, Lorelle Pop asked if she should phone Mr. Randall if the fountains are not
installed during the next week.
Jim Randall encouraged Ms. Pop to call him and noted Ed Reidy, Superintendent of
Parks, has been calling the contractor on a daily basis in an effort to expedite
installation of the fountains. Mr. Randall will also notify Ms. Pop when the installer is
on-site. He will also follow-up with Ms. Pop on Friday, June 19, forwarding the latest
email regarding pond fountains.
Resident, Lorelle Pop asked if the Park District had a timeframe for repaving the Arbor
Park path.
Jim Randall reported that the Park District has a contract with Oak Lawn Blacktop to
address major cracks throughout the District and that an older section of asphalt in the
Brookside Glen subdivision is scheduled to be replaced in September. Arbor Park and
Lighthouse Pointe path repairs will be scheduled over the next twelve to eighteen
months.
Ms. Pop asked if benches in Arbor Park would be replaced.
Mr. Randall responded that Arbor Park is scheduled to have two benches replaced,
however, these amenities are currently not approved for use, per the State of Illinois.
Ms. Pop suggested repurposing benches from the bocce ball pit, however, Mr. Randall
noted two new benches are currently in inventory and will be installed, along with a
new garbage can.
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V.

Correspondence
Jim Randall reported that thank you notes were received from the eight 2020 College
Scholarship recipients.

VI.

Presentation of the May 21, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1560 to accept the May 21, 2020, Board Meeting
Minutes as presented. Brian Mulheran seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian
Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.

VII.

Legal Report
No report.

VIII.

Treasurer’s Report
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, President Ken Blackburn accepted the May
Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1561 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing. Denis
Moore seconded.
Jim Randall reported that $414,000 in tax distributions was received today, bringing the
District’s fund balance to slightly under $1.5 million.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian
Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.

IX.

Executive Director’s Report
Jim Randall reported that Audrey Marcquenski completed the initial process manual
detailing guidelines for opening the office for staff and eventually for public access.
The return to work, when moving to Phase 4, will begin with 50% of staff and
staggered schedules.
The Park District’s staff has increased from nine full-time employees to twenty-seven,
with part-time employees supporting the golf course and Maintenance Department.
All staff have been tremendously busy with day-to-day tasks that keeps the District
running, and Mr. Randall noted the current situation has generated numerous
conversation and communication to ensure we are prepared to move forward.
Commissioner, Denis Moore noted it can be difficult to determine appropriate actions
in the absence of a unified message throughout the country, and even among park
districts.

Park District Board Meeting
June 18, 2020
Page 5
X.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
Jim Randall requested consideration to award a portion of the Concrete /
Asphalt Installation bid that includes paving for the installation of new trash
receptacles to the lowest bidder, Graefen Development, at a cost not to exceed
$19,900, a copy of which was provide to each Board Member prior to said
meeting. Mr. Randall noted the concrete pads and garbage cans that tip,
will provide a more efficient method of trash removal.
Commissioner, Pam Kohlbacher asked if, with increased presence of people
outdoors, it requires more frequent garbage pickup. Mr. Randall noted there
has not been a noticeable increase, since receptacles have been focused to fewer
locations that are more heavily used, since athletic fields and playgrounds were
not available for public use.
Pam Kohlbacher made Motion 20-1562 to authorize the awarding of a portion
of the Concrete / Asphalt Installation bid that included paving for the
installation of new trash receptacles to the lowest bidder, Graefen Development,
at a cost not to exceed $19,900, as presented. Denis Moore seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore,
Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None.
Motion passed.
Jim Randall reported that with the current situation, contracted mowing and
landscape services has enabled the reduced Maintenance staff to more easily
manage daily tasks. For the first two months of the State shutdown, the District
only employed two full-time Maintenance staff members. Mr. Randall further
noted that the parks have never looked better.
Fountains are scheduled to be installed in ponds this week, with the first two
priorities being Arbor Park and Crystal Lake Park.
Work continues at the ball diamonds, and Mr. Randall noted that with lack of
spring maintenance, they became overgrown. Staff will focus on fields at the
Lincoln-Way North campus the week of June 15.

B.

Recreation
Jim Randall discussed the Park District’s access to schools with Lincoln-Way
and Summit Hill. It is hoped the Park District could introduce micro
programming in late July, and Summit Hill will provide a response regarding
use of Mary Drew within a week to ten days.
Dance and Summer Day Camps are currently under consideration and will
depend on the timing of Phase 4 and the release of State guidelines for moving
forward, which Mr. Randall noted are not always readily available.
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Jim Randall expects an increase in costs due to the higher cost of operation
precipitated by the new guidelines that includes lower numbers, increased
staffing, and safety measures that must be implemented.
C.

Information Technology
Dave Gorka, IT contractor, and the golf team have completed all necessary
actions to have the new online registration program, Teesnap, available on the
District’s website.
The phone system at the golf course is problematic and will be replaced.

D.

Special Recreation
Jim Randall reported that the LWSR Foundation appointed Dave Macek as its
new president.
Mr. Macek reported that the foundation’s golf outing was cancelled, however
planning for a virtual golf outing is underway, and is a work in progress. The
foundation is also planning a women’s golf outing at Square Links.
Fundraising efforts have been impacted due to the COVID-19 shutdown, with a
loss of approximately $5,000 from the Bunny Breakfast and $35,000 from the
golf outing. In addition businesses that normally provide an estimated $40,000
in annual donations will be limited as they are struggling to keep their
businesses going at this time.

E.

Finance and Planning
Jim Randall has been reviewing the budget on a daily basis, and although he
does not anticipate a financial issue, is investigating a promissory note in lieu of
a tax anticipation warrant, in the event tax distributions are delayed or
diminished. The advantage a promissory note provides is that it may be deferred
over a two year period.
Jim Randall is not sure when the taxes from the new construction at Vollmer
and Harlem will be available. Cook County will reassess the parcel next
year. Mr. Randall noted the District saw an increase of $80,000 in tax
distributions from the Manheim Auto Auction last year. Matteson is unsure of
what the estimated assessment is, and if the new Amazon distribution center
will hit the tax rolls as a partial next year. It was further noted that the center
could provide a catalyst that may drive further development. The 3 million
square foot building is being constructed on a 150 acre parcel, leaving 400 acres
remaining in that quadrant.
The independent audit firm of Lauterbach and Amen continue to work on the
audit, but have requested final debt information, so they may be getting close to
finalizing the process.
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F.

Golf Course
Plexiglass screening was installed at the clubhouse by Image360-Mokena, in
anticipation of moving into Phase 4.
A soft opening of the driving range, utilizing the new Teesnap online
registration software, went well.
Mr. Randall reported that the course is frequently booked at 100% capacity.
Plastic dividers that enables two people not living in the same household to rent
a single cart have been installed. Jim Randall reported that carts are sanitized
after each use.
Jim Randall reported that numerous people from Silver Lake Golf Course and
surrounding golf courses have been visiting Square Links to review the new
innovations that were introduced this season. Square Links is the only golf
course in Illinois that utilizes personal handheld devices as opposed to a single
screen for all users.
All targets are in place on the driving range.
New tee signs have been installed at every hole, enabling golfers to pick their
own yardage, with each tee providing a 20 yard span. Prior to beginning their
game, golfers have the opportunity to self-assess on the driving range and
choose the tee that best matches their abilities.
High school use of the golf course will be limited to better accommodate golf
course patrons. In addition, schools will be required to reserve usage and pay by
credit card at time of reservation. Mr. Randall noted that Summit Hill School
District will have use of the golf course with smaller groups 2-3 days per week,
per the intergovernmental agreement.

G.

Office
Jim Randall reported that currently, there are plans to return to the office in July
with only 50% of staff onsite at any one time, and staff will divide their time
between working from the office and remotely. John Keenan and Julie Hein
will continue working at the golf course through the remainder of the golf
season.

H.

Risk Management
Audrey Marcquenski continues to communicate with the District’s PDRMA
Risk Manager on all matters related to COVID-19 compliance.

I.

Wellness Committee
No report.
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J.

Community Updates
Jim Randall met with Frankfort Square Wildcats representatives on Wednesday,
June 17. The organization does not have current plans to move forward, but will
eliminate parents at practices and reported that cheerleading may not be able to
do stunts. They will have no competitions, and will do more sideline cheers.
Frankfort Square Baseball League is doing well. It was a challenge to return to
the program while ensuring full compliance to State guidelines, but the
organization, parents, and participants are making it work with all necessary
modifications.
Progress continues at the St. Francis Road project. Mr. Randall noted he is
requesting information from the Village of Frankfort regarding the planned
sewer plan project that will allow for parking at the Wildcats Football practice
field and parking lot improvements.

XI.

Old Business
No old business was discussed.

XII.

New Business
No new business was discussed.
A. Commissioner’s Comments
Vice President, Dave Macek noted that the new driving range innovation, Toptracer
looks great and the golf course is in good condition.

XIII.

Executive Session
No business came before the Board that required an executive session.

XIV. Adjournment
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1563 to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 p.m. Denis
Moore seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
July 16, 2020
The following are Minutes of a Budget & Appropriation public hearing and a meeting of the Frankfort Square
Park District Board of Commissioners held at the Park District Administration Building, 7540 W. Braemar Lane,
Frankfort, Illinois.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Dave Macek, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore,
Brian Mulheran, and Joe Vlosak.
Also present were: Susan Eisenbrandt, Carol Hillman, Justin Hillman, Belinda Olszewski,
Shannon Visser, and Marquita Wallace.

IV.

Public Hearing/Public Input
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1564 to open the floor for the Public Hearing of the Budget and
Appropriation, Fiscal Year May 1, 2020 through April 30, 2021. Craig Maksymiak seconded.
Motion carried in a vote by voice.
A copy of the Budget and Appropriation Ordinance No. 20-07-327 for Fiscal Year beginning
May 1, 2020, and ending April 30, 2021, was posted at the Community Center entry door for
public inspection at the Park District office beginning June 16, 2020, and as the office was closed
to the public due to the coronavirus, it was posted in its entirety to the Park District’s website
homepage and transparency tab.
A legal ad, noting the date, time, and place of the public hearing was published in the
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 edition of the Daily Southtown.
Jim Randall welcomed the individuals that were in attendance to provide comment about
LWSRA. All in attendance were provide with a flyer that included the rules for addressing the
Board, which Mr. Randall summarized by noting that if speaking as a group, one individual
should represent the group. The Park Board will not comment, but if additional information or
responses are required, individuals should provide their names, emails or phone numbers,
enabling the Board will reach out after the meeting.
Shannon Visser, Frankfort Square resident stated she would speak in advance of those present,
and noted she was opposed to anything they may present. Ms. Visser attended a Park Board
Meeting a year ago to voice her approval that the Frankfort Square Park District was moving to
LWSRA from a previous special recreation agency. She wished to address the fact that some
present may wish to call the Park Board’s attention to LWSRA’s misappropriation of funds, to
which she stated they are wrong. Ms. Visser personally met with the agency’s Executive Director
and staff. She reported that anything they intend to discuss this evening is false whistleblower
information, and she encouraged all to FOIA the information to learn the facts.
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As a concerned parent of an LWSRA participant, Ms. Visser does not want Keith Wallace
misrepresented by social media and/or the news media. Her main concern is that she wants
LWSRA to continue providing a positive service. Ms. Visser commented that her son would not
be the child he is today, were it not for his twelve years of participation in LWSRA. Prior to the
FSPD becoming an LWSRA member, she paid out of district fees in order for her son to
participate. Ms. Visser has been actively involved with the agency’s fundraising, making sure
she was aware of where the money goes. When Ms. Visser provides personal funds, the agency
calls to inform her how the money is spent, and she is fine whether or not it is used for adaptive
sports. Ms. Visser noted LWSRA is a positive in our community, and as a parent and Frankfort
Square resident, she wanted to make sure if called on to do an audit, that the Frankfort Square
Park District’s Board is aware that LWSRA was very transparent about any financial issues.
Belinda Olszewski, a Frankfort Park District resident, stated that there are sometimes two sides
to a story. Ms. Olszewski has a special needs daughter that goes to LWSRA, and she heard that
an employee took money. She felt she should have paid closer attention to where money was
spent. Ms. Olszewski attends all LWSRA and Frankfort Park Board Meetings. She has spoken
with a few parents that want to see what is going on with their tax dollars. Ms. Olszewski had
previously served on the LWSR Foundation board, donated money, raffle baskets, and worked
on the annual golf outing fundraiser. She received an email requesting her attendance with the
Executive Director on April 15. The LWSRA’s attorney was present at this meeting and was on
hand to answer any questions the Executive Director could not answer. Ms. Olszewski stated she
felt intimidated and only wanted to know where the agency’s money was spent. Ms. Olszewski
provided a packet of information to the Frankfort Square Park District’s Board. Ms. Olszewski
commented that people have been upset in different ways, and do not want out of state people
being funded and that LWSRA is not a franchise like the Chicago Bears or Cubs. She is
interested in seeing that residents are treated fairly and scholarships should go to those less
fortunate. Ms. Olszewski’s daughter receives monthly calendars for an extra $5 fee. She noted
the agency cannot go to museums because they cannot pay for parking. Ms. Olszewski will
continue to ask where the tax dollars are being spent, and she will continue to attend LWSRA
Board Meetings.
Justin Hillman, a New Lenox Park District resident, stated that he was present to inform the
FSPD Board that Keith Wallace is his hero. He put in him in places he never thought he would
go. Mr. Wallace recognized Justin’s potential and encouraged him to participate in a real
basketball camp. Justin reiterated that Keith Wallace is the reason he is here, he is his hero, and
other than his mother and father, he is the most instrumental person in Justin’s life. Justin has
asked the group that has been raising issues what they want. They have stated all they want is
accountability and do not want LWSRA to cancel adaptive programming. Justin believes that
their accountability would entail Keith Wallace admitting to their lies, and he warned their issue
is not about money, but rather, it is about the color Keith Wallace’s skin.
Scott Lorenz, Peotone resident, has been involved with the LWSRA for sixteen years. He stated
that he and those he is representing are disheartened, as they worked hard volunteering and
helping the organization grow. A million dollars was saved and a grant was received to construct
a park, which was great, however he questions if the organization has money put aside to move
forward with future expansion, i.e. a gymnasium and bus barn. He needs to see how money is
being spent and is not happy with how it’s being spent on what he believes may not be the
wisest choices.

Park District Board Meeting
July 16, 2020
Page 3
(Sect. IV., Public Hearing/Public Input, continued)
Mr. Lorenz further noted that member park districts provide money to support its participants
and that is where the focus needs to remain. Out of state participants should not be brought in to
participate in an event, with air fare and hotels being funded. He noted his frustration and asked
the Park Board to focus on whether the money is being spent in the best interest of our
community.
Carol Hillman introduced herself as the proud mother of Justin Hillman. She stated that Justin is
100% correct that Keith Wallace put him on the right path. Ms. Hillman initially gave Mr.
Wallace a hard time about pushing Justin into adaptive programming, however it has enabled
Justin to find out what it is like to be independent, and he met other individuals outside a high
school setting that had similar disabilities. Justin went on to study at the University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater, and graduated Magna Cum Laude. Ms. Hillman credits Keith Wallace
for putting that all in play. Prior to Keith Wallace’s encouragement, Justin was in the LincolnWay District and was placed in simpler classes when Keith recognized he was capable of much
more. Ms. Hillman cannot say enough good things about Keith Wallace. Ms. Hillman further
stated the issue with the former employee is over. The matter was addressed and LWSRA put
things in place to ensure it would not recur. The group wanted an independent auditor, and two
different firms audited the organization’s books. Keith Wallace stated he would gladly meet with
the whistleblowers, but they never asked to meet with him. LWSRA pays for adaptive sports
trips and hotels through money raised by fundraisers, and participant families pay the remainder
out of their own pockets. There are not enough participants within our small community, so there
are some out-of-state participants that supplement their teams. Any funds needed to help fund the
teams came out of grant funds and donations, not from tax dollars. All is handled properly, and
dragging LWSRA’s name through the mud, with the potential that they would call in the media,
would be heartbreaking.
As there were no additional comments related to public input and/or the Budget & Appropriation
public hearing, the meeting moved forward, however the floor remained open until 8:00 p.m., for
the public hearing and action on the ordinance did not take place until the prescribed time that
the public hearing concluded.
Dave Macek made Motion 19-1565 to close the floor and adjourn the public hearing at 8:00 p.m.
Craig Maksymiak seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
V.

Correspondence
Mr. Randall reported that he is in receipt of emails related to today’s public input and will have
them available for Board review at the end of this meeting.

VI.

Presentation of the June 18, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1566 to accept the June 18, 2020, Board Meeting Minutes as
presented. Dave Macek seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.
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VII.

Legal Report
Secretary, Jim Randall, read by title and requested consideration to adopt the Employee Travel
Policy During the COVID-19 Pandemic, a copy of which was provided to each member of the
Board of Park Commissioners prior to said meeting.
Pam Kohlbacher made Motion 20-1567 to adopt the Employee Travel Policy During the
COVID-19 Pandemic, as presented. Joe Vlosak seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Secretary, Jim Randall, read by title and requested consideration of a License Agreement by and
between the Frankfort Square Park District and the Frankfort Square Wildcats, a copy of which
was provided to each member of the Board of Park Commissioners prior to said meeting.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1568 to adopt the License Agreement by and between the
Frankfort Square Park District and the Frankfort Square Wildcats as presented. Joe Vlosak
seconded.
Jim Randall reported that the License Agreement addresses new protocol enacted as part of
COVID-19, to ensure community groups, such as the Wildcats have an understanding of their
responsibilities. Mr. Randall attended the Wildcats meeting on Wednesday, July 15, and noted
they are a hugely positive group, and that they passed this agreement during their meeting. The
Park District has neither the personnel nor ability to ensure COVID-19 compliance for
community groups, and the agreement is in place for this reason. Mr. Randall also noted that the
Wildcats will follow IHSA guidelines on how best to move forward, which should be available
in the coming weeks.
Commissioner, Pam Kohlbacher inquired if the agreement is the same as the current agreement.
Mr. Randall responded that other than the details regarding COVID-19, it is the same boilerplate
agreement provided by PDRMA.
Ms. Kohlbacher further noted that Item #6 states participants will self-monitor, but per Item #2,
it states the organization will have their personnel on-site to provide monitoring. Mr. Randall
noted that similar to the Park District, the Wildcats will have a compliance person on-site to
ensure all wear masks and practice social distancing, however compliance is also based on the
individual families.
Jim Randall further noted that as conditions change and new information becomes available, all
agreements will be updated and Board action will not be required. Said agreement will also be
drafted for Scouting groups and FSBL.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Secretary, Jim Randall, read by title and requested consideration of Budget and Appropriation
Ordinance No. 20-07-327, a copy of which was provided to each member of the Board of Park
Commissioners prior to said meeting.
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Denis Moore made Motion 20-1569 to adopt the Budget and Appropriation Ordinance No. 2007-327 as presented. Dave Macek seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
VIII.

Treasurer’s Report
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, President, Ken Blackburn accepted the June
Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1570 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing. Dave Macek
seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Jim Randall reported on the teleconference meeting he had with Tim Gavin of Lauterbach &
Amen to discuss available funding sources that would support costs the District incurred
through COVID-19 compliance. FEMA does not provide a good fit for park districts, but Tim
Gavin will research other applicable opportunities.
Lauterbach & Amen, FSPD’s new audit firm came to us with a great reputation, and Jim Randall
noted they have been managing the current audit in a very professional manner. The District is in
good stead, however, the auditors are making recommendations on policies that we can enact to
further strengthen the District’s position. The audit is complete and a final electronic copy will
come before the Board at the August meeting. It was decided, at this time, the auditors will not
need to make a presentation to the Board.
Jim Randall noted the District received a tax distribution in the amount of $76,000, bringing the
District up to the normal distribution level. The second installment of tax bills are due on
September 3.
Mr. Randall reported that that status of the budget is excellent.

IX.

Executive Director’s Report
Staff have been preparing the Mary Drew facility, ensuring appropriate social distancing for the
return to programming, with the Summer Dance Camp starting on July 27. All studio dance
floors have been marked off in quadrants, processes will be posted, teachers and participants will
wear masks, and parents are not allowed in the building.
Nicolette Jerik, Supervisor of Recreation, is also working on processes for regular dance classes
and the Before and After School program, however, Jim Randall noted that if Summit Hill does
not return in the fall, we may not have access to Mary Drew for Park District programming. It is
hoped the School District will provide clarification in the coming weeks. Jim Randall further
noted we have no determination as yet on the Early Learning Center preschool program for the
fall.
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Jim Randall reported that temporary signs are being replaced with more permanent signage that
includes a QR code, enabling those with smart devices to have instant access to COVID-19
program, facility, and community group guidelines on the District’s website.
Jim Randall noted that the Budget & Appropriation Ordinance, approved during this meeting,
followed the District’s traditional budget. There will be a difference in the actual expenses, but
they will not negatively affect the overall financial position of the District.
The return to the office is delayed until August 3, with a plan to keep full-time staff spread out to
various locations to ensure that if a staff member is affected by the coronavirus, it would not
result in District-wide shut down.
Jim Randall noted that over the next month, letters and refund checks will be sent to F.A.N.
program members. With registration made available throughout the year, Diane Meister, offsite
Bookkeeper, has been working through the cumbersome process of prorating refunds numbers
for the 200+ F.A.N. participants.
Mr. Randall is also looking into a better use of space at LWN, i.e. meeting areas or e-learning.
This has been a never-ending fluid process that requires the District to constantly monitor and
adapt to changes.
X.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
Jim Randall discussed a potential HVAC system improvement that would provide a
better environment for users with improved filtration and UV lighting for pre and post air
through air handling units. Mr. Randall noted this is not to be construed as a way to stop
the spread of viruses, but it will provide a better environment that prevents airborne
particles. The upgrade can be addressed out of the improvement project line item of the
budget, and with staff purchasing the materials directly and our HVAC service technician
designing the system could be completed by October. The District would save on
materials and engineering costs that will place said improvement under the legal bid
limit.
Mr. Randall requested Board consideration to upgrade the Park District’s HVAC system
by purchasing equipment/parts at a cost not to exceed $20,000, and installation costs not
to exceed $18,000.
Brian Mulheran made Motion 20-1571, approving the improvement of the District’s
HVAC systems at a material cost of $20,000 and installation cost of $18,000, as
presented. Dave Macek seconded.
Treasurer, Craig Maksymiak asked about the age of the current system, to which Mr.
Randall replied it is fairly new and would remain in place as all air conditioning units
were replaced in the last four year, and all furnaces, the oldest of which is seven years,
are 90% efficiency units.
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Commissioner, Brian Mulheran noted this advanced system consists of a larger capacity
filter that would be built into the sheet metal and would provide fresh clean air, making a
difference. Mr. Mulheran further stated it is not new technology, and could be equated to
a “bug zapper” for dust.
Commissioner, Denis Moore asked which systems would be improved, and Mr. Randall
responded the cost would include upgrades to the Community Center, golf course
clubhouse, and Champions Park building.
Following a full discussion, was the Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig
Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken
Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Jim Randall requested consideration to award the asphalt portion of the Concrete /
Asphalt Installation bid that would include asphalt work at the Brookside Glen path to the
lowest bidder Oak Lawn Blacktop Paving Company, at a cost at or about $15,000, a copy
of which was provided to each Board member prior to said meeting.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1572, to authorize the awarding of a portion of the
Concrete / Asphalt Installation bid that included asphalt work at a cost at or about
$15,000. Denis Moore seconded.
Mr. Randall noted that at the time of the public bid, Oak Lawn Blacktop was the low
bidder, but the reason the request included a cost “at or about $15,000” is that the project
may need to be adjusted depending on the quality of the path and what will need to be
done. Park District staff will be on-site during the work; the District would only pay
for extra material and there will be no additional installation charges.
Following a full discussion, was the Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig
Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken
Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Jim Randall requested consideration to erect a monument sign at the entryway of the
Rainford Farms subdivision, located at St. Francis Road and 80th Avenue for a cost not to
exceed $5,800.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1573, approving the installation of a monument sign
at the entryway of the Rainford Farms subdivision for a cost not to exceed $5,800.
Mr. Randall noted this site has had a concrete foundation in place for twenty-eight years,
and the sign would include the subdivision name and smaller lettering and a directional
arrow for Square Links Golf Course.
Following a full discussion, was the Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig
Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken
Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
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B.

Recreation
Jim Randall noted he provided details about programming during his report, and over the
next month, processes will be developed for each offering.
The fall brochure will be offered online only, enabling the incremental additions of
programs.
As of this meeting, it was thought the Summer Dance Camp would have 100%
participation, but to date, the classes are only at 50% capacity.

C.

Information Technology
Sufficient information was included in the monthly Executive Director’s report.

D.

Special Recreation
Sufficient information was included in the monthly Executive Director’s report.

E.

Finance and Planning
No report.

F.

Golf Course
The Square Links clubhouse will open on Monday, July 20, with patrons able to sign up at
the golf course and purchase canned beverages. Safety measures were put in place that
includes acrylic barriers for staff, social distance floor decals, and arrows that provide a
one-way traffic flow into and out of the clubhouse. The interior restroom will be for staff
only, and the climate controlled restroom trailer will be cleaned daily and provided for
patrons to use at their discretion.
Mr. Randall noted that although in-person registration will be available, the course offers
discounts for online registration through Teesnap.
The driving range, powered by Toptracer has been well-received.
High school golf teams may elect not to use Square Links due to a $5 rate increase,
necessary as the course is limited to the amount of play and when high school teams were
present, the course would close for the remainder of the day. The Summit Hill School
District’s usage will be accommodated if they chose to move forward with their fall
program.

G.

Office
Sufficient information was included in the monthly Executive Director’s report.
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H.

Risk Management
Sufficient information was included in the monthly Executive Director’s report.

I.

Wellness Committee
No report.

J.

Community Updates
Jim Randall was contacted by Senator Hastings regarding the sale of Lincoln-Way North.
Senator Hastings explained the State’s budget process, noting $120,000,000 was
allocated for the school purchase that would then go through the State of Illinois
procurement process and involves the overall evaluation of the facility to determine the
cost to retrofit the building for their needs. The Senator also stated he would facilitate a
conversation between the Park District and the State of Illinois to request we keep some
of the benefits available to the community. There is no guarantee since the plan is to
utilize the facility for the State Police and forensic lab, which could affect public indoor
access. It is hoped, however, that outdoor space, i.e. the athletic fields, stadium, and
associated improvements would still be available for community use.
Jim Randall reported that the Park District’s expends just under $50,000 annually to
maintain LWN, which is normally subsidized by the F.A.N. program. This has been a
good investment, with the Park District having access to $15,000,000 in indoor and
outdoor space, but with the loss of F.A.N. revenue, the District may take a year off
maintaining the campus.
Rob Piscia, Village Manager for the Village of Frankfort informed Jim Randall that the
St. Francis Road project should be completed by the end of the year. He apologized that it
has taken longer than projected, and noted that Mayor Holland checks the progress
every day and is aware how it has impacted Frankfort Square residents. When completed,
this project will include connection points to our trail system from Walnut Creek and
Lighthouse Pointe. Phase 1 engineering would connect our trail along Pfeiffer Road to
Route 30 and the Old Plank Road Trail. The Village of Frankfort levied its taxes for this
project and potential development of the property owned by Silver Cross that the path
would intersect.
Jim Randall also spoke with a Village of Tinley Park Trustee and learned that the Village
is slated to expand the 80th Avenue sidewalk to the bridge over I-80 that would tie our
bike path to the Cook County Forest Preserve District.
Jim Randall is working with the Frankfort Township Highway Commissioner, Bill
Carlson, to complete path improvements along 80th Avenue, St. Francis Road, and
Frankfort Square Road. Mr. Randall noted the asphalt at Arbor Park was improved and
the Ridgefield path will also be completed.

Park District Board Meeting
July 16, 2020
Page 10
(Sect. X., Committee Reports, continued)
Jim Randall is attempting to generate EAV numbers for the new Amazon location at
Harlem Avenue and Vollmer Road. Dalena Welkomer, of R.W. Baird was investigating
the matter on behalf of the Park District, but was unable to find comparables. In addition,
the Village of Matteson has been unavailable. Commissioner, Brian Mulheran knows the
HVAC contractor and may be able to gather enough information regarding the improved
value, enabling Mr. Randall to complete his estimate.
XI.

Old Business
Commissioner, Pam Kohlbacher asked if adding carp to existing ponds would help deter lily
pads. Jim Randall noted they can only be controlled with chemicals. Mr. Randall noted he
recently provided a Facebook message regarding plans for District ponds, and will include a
question on the upcoming community-wide survey regarding resident interest in allocating funds
to aesthetically improve ponds. Mr. Randall will develop a plan and approach with measures that
would include actual aeration, barley straw, coper sulfate, and fish, and the estimated cost to
improve Community Park alone would be $20,000.

XII.

New Business
No new business was discussed.
Commissioner Comments
Commissioner, Joe Vlosak noted that he appreciates the daily updated Jim Randall provides,
ensuring the Board is well-informed.
Jim Randall has also received positive feedback regarding website and Facebook posts, and
Commissioner, Pam Kohlbacher noted that people appreciate the Park District history he
includes in his Facebook messages.

XIII.

Executive Session
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1574 to enter into Executive Session at 8:33 p.m. Pam
Kohlbacher seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
The Executive Session was called for the purpose of discussing personnel matters.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1575 to go out of Executive Session at 8:54 p.m. and return
to open session. Brian Mulheran seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

XIV.

Return to Open Session
Jim Randall requested Board consideration to approve 2.3% cost of living increases for fulltime staff, with the exception of the Executive Director for this fiscal year.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1576, approving 2.3% cost of living increases for full time
staff, as presented. Dave Macek seconded.
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Following a full discussion during this meeting’s executive session, was the Vote on Motion:
Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
XV.

Adjournment
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1577 to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. Denis Moore
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
August 20, 2020
The following are Minutes of a meeting of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of Commissioners held at
the Park District Administration Building, 7540 W. Braemar Lane, Frankfort, Illinois.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Dave Macek, Craig Maksymiak, Brian
Mulheran, and Joe Vlosak.
Absent was: Denis Moore

IV.

Public Input
No members of the public were present.

V.

Correspondence
No correspondence was presented.

VI.

Presentation of the July 16, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1578 to accept the July 16, 2020, Board Meeting Minutes as
presented. Brian Mulheran seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.

VII.

Legal Report
No report.

VIII.

Treasurer’s Report
Jim Randall noted that to date, the District’s fund balance is $200,000 over the previous year. In
addition, the District closed out Fiscal Year 4/30/2020 $440,000 ahead of the previous year. Mr.
Randall further noted that with the current state of cancellations, the District could realize a net
overall loss, but is currently seeing the potential of a positive of $200,000 in the next year due to
new growth and a CPI increase.
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, President, Ken Blackburn accepted the July
Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1579 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing. Dave Macek
seconded.
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Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Jim Randall requested consideration to accept the Audited Financial Report, Fiscal Year Ended
4/30/2020, completed by the independent audit firm of Lauterbach & Amen LLP, a copy of
which was provided to each Board Member in advance of said meeting.
Mr. Randall further noted Lauterbach & Amen recommend the District adopt a capital asset
policy, which will be a timely action as PDRMA, the District’s liability agency, hired a new
company to complete an inventory and asset summary that will update all numbers on the
agency’s properties and facilities. They also recommend that the District adopt a fund balance
policy.
As part of the audit process, Lauterbach & Amen provides adjustments to funds at the end of the
fiscal year, and although the District was net positive and $440,000, some funds had negative
balances that will be adjusted through transfers from the Corporate Fund.
Treasurer, Craig Maksymiak noted that the budget will never provide exact totals for each fund,
and adjustments are a normal part of the budgeting process.
Pam Kohlbacher made Motion 20-1580 to accept the Audited Financial Report, Fiscal Year
Ended 4/30/2020, as presented. Joe Vlosak seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
IX.

Executive Director’s Report
The Park District received an email from the Will County Treasurer reporting a delay in tax
distributions, however, the delay was due to the power outage in Joliet, and the normal
allocation was received the following day. Mr. Randall does not foresee issues with subsequent
distributions for the remainder of the calendar year.
The District is looking into Federal funding, and Will County will provide notification when the
CARES Act application is received. A preliminary estimate of physical improvements for
COVID-19 compliance costs to date is approximately $122,000.
Jim Randall has a teleconference scheduled with Dave Niemeyer, Village Manger of Tinley
Park, to discuss a bike path project that could connect our District paths to their trail system. The
project may be paid in part through a joint grant application, and would include doubling the
width of the sidewalk to 10’ along 80th Avenue, tying the Park District’s path to Tinley’s trail
system, crossing I-80. Vice President, Dave Macek asked if the I-80 bridge improvement was
still under consideration, and Mr. Randall noted the Village of Tinley Park completed the
engineering for this potential 2021 project.

Park District Board Meeting
August 20, 2020
Page 3
X.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
Jim Randall provided Board Members with a rendering of plantings for five to ten of the
District’s marquees that will include more perennials and added curb appeal.
The HVAC upgrade project comprised of improved filtration and UV lighting, approved
at the July 16, 2020 meeting of the Park Board (ref. Motion 20-1571), is underway with
two of twelve furnaces receiving upgrades. Mr. Randall noted the project will entail a
lengthy process, as the required components are in demand and not readily available.
Sealcoating and path repair projects have been well received, and Arbor Park and
Ridgefield paths are complete. Major repairs to paths on 80th Avenue, Frankfort Square
Road, and St. Francis spanning Frankfort Square Road to 84th Avenue, were also
completed and tarring and sealcoating of these paths remain. Mr. Randall noted that the
money has been well spent, due to the extra use these paths have been experiencing.
Concrete slabs with metal arches that will support the tilting garbage cans have been
installed in fifteen locations throughout the community, and will include the installation
of park benches.

B.

Recreation
The fall brochure will be available online beginning August 24, and programming,
including a full slate of dance classes, will begin the second week of September. The
brochure is available electronically only, enabling the addition of programs on a
monthly basis.
A test of a preschool-age micro program will be conducted to determine if masks and
social distancing can be followed. If successful, an afternoon outdoor program could be
developed.
F.A.N. program refund checks, prorated to March 16 and based on the remaining days
per each individual membership, will be mailed on August 24. ELC refunds will also be
mailed to families in late August.

C.

Information Technology
Jim Randall provided the first draft of the website revision that will refresh the site and
provide ease of use on all handheld devices. Dave Macek noted it will be a nice
improvement and he commented favorably on how well the Mission Statement will be
displayed.

D.

Special Recreation
LWSRA had an extended power loss due to a recent thunderstorm.
The agency welcomed participants back for in-person programming, however, three
individuals subsequently tested positive for COVID-19, resulting in a quarantine.
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LWSRA’s virtual programs continue, and the agency also conducted a successful
popcorn fundraiser.
Dave Macek, LWSR Board President, noted he introduced three potential new members
and hopes they will be approved. Mr. Macek also noted LWSR has been planning virtual
fundraisers.
E.

Finance and Planning
As noted in this meeting’s Treasurer’s Report, line item adjustments will be completed to
balance funds.

F.

Golf Course
Jim Randall reported that the golf course has been very busy.
Staff are receiving positive feedback on efforts to make the golf course available with
new improvements. There have also been concerns, primarily from seniors, regarding the
cost of range use, and requirement to group with others when reserving tee times, and
need to double up riders in carts, although dividers were installed to provide added
protection for users.

G.

Office
Bonnie Roach and Julie Hein have managed the majority of complaints, and have
answered all concerns with a level of care as is in keeping with FSPD standards,
however, if complainants become verbally abusive or profane, they have been instructed
to kindly end the encounters and direct individuals to contact Jim Randall directly.

H.

Risk Management
No report.

I.

Wellness Committee
Jim Randall reported that an extensive conversation to review potential COVID-19
exposure and the necessary steps employees are required to follow was discussed during
a recent weekly staff meeting. In addition, a schedule was developed, separating key
employees to safeguard against cross-contamination in the event of a positive staff
diagnosis.

J.

Community Updates
Jim Randall reported that the St. Francis Road construction process is complete, with the
exception of striping.
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Work continues on the bike path along St. Francis Road, adding curbs between the road
and path. In addition, the Village of Frankfort is developing engineering to install a bike
path along Pfeiffer Road to Route 30. Jim Randall is also working with the Village of
Tinley Park, as noted in this meetings Executive Director’s Report, on a potential bike
path grant project that would tie the Park District’s path to Tinley Park/Cook County
trails. These combined efforts would provide access to 100+ miles of connecting bike
paths.
The Park District is working with community groups that includes usage by FSBL’s fall
baseball, Wildcats football conditioning, and Scout groups meetings and events. Methods
will be developed and posted to the COVID-19 tab on the Park District’s website. In
addition, each group will be required to have a COVID-19 compliance person at each
event/gathering.
Jim Randall reported that the Maddog Strong Foundation’s Giving Tree Dedication
Ceremony, held at the Island Prairie Park bandshell and tree grove bordering Frankfort
Square Road had a nice turnout, despite the extremely hot temperatures. The Foundation
dedicated four trees in recognition of organ and tissue donors and their families.
K.

FOIA
Jim Randall reviewed a FOIA request, noting the District receives this annual
commercial request from Union Local 265, seeking names of contractors that have been
assigned work at FSPD locations that includes HVAC, exhaust systems, architectural
metals, locker purchases/installation, and kitchen renovations.

XI.

Old Business
No old business was discussed.

XII.

New Business
Jim Randall reported that the Park District was required to provide information regarding
everyone that punched in on the NOVAtime payroll system timeclock dating back to 2014. This
information was necessary due to a class action lawsuit that claimed personal information could
be gleaned off fingerprints. Mr. Randall noted that although the system does not read
fingerprints, but rather measures capillaries, the company found it would be easier and less
expensive to settle, paying approximately $50 to all individuals that used the system. In
responding, the Park District only provided names and addresses, and the matter caused no
exposure to the District.
Commissioner Comments
Commissioner, Pam Kohlbacher expressed appreciation for Jim Randall’s diligence in ensuring
the Board is updated on a daily basis, and for working hard to keep all as safe as possible during
this pandemic.
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Board Members discussed the current situation and the manner in which it can be exacerbated by
social media posts. Mr. Randall noted the Park District does not respond to negative messages,
but positive messages are included in his midweek and weekend Facebook posts, and he further
noted he is grateful to have a supportive community during these challenging times.
XIII.

Executive Session
No information came before the Board that required an executive session.

XV.

Adjournment
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1581 to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. Pam Kohlbacher
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
September 17, 2020
The following are Minutes of a meeting of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of Commissioners held at
the Park District Administration Building, 7540 W. Braemar Lane, Frankfort, Illinois.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Dave Macek, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran,
and Joe Vlosak.
Absent was: Craig Maksymiak

IV.

Public Input
No members of the public were present.

V.

Correspondence
No correspondence was presented.

VI.

Presentation of the August 17, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1582 to accept the August 17, 2020, Board Meeting Minutes as
presented. Brian Mulheran seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken
Blackburn. Abstained: Denis Moore. Nays: None. Motion passed.

VII.

Legal Report
President, Ken Blackburn read by title and requested consideration of Ordinance No. 20-09-328,
an Ordinance abating the tax hereto levied for the year 2020 to pay the principal of and interest
on General Obligation Refunding Park Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2013, General
Obligation Refunding Park Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2019A, and General
Obligation Refunding Park Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2019B, of the Frankfort
Square Park District, Will and Cook Counties, Illinois, a copy of which was provided to each
member of the Board of Park Commissioners prior to said meeting.
Pam Kohlbacher made Motion 20-1583 to adopt Ordinance No. 20-09-328, an Ordinance abating
the tax hereto levied for the year 2020 to pay the principal of and interest on General Obligation
Refunding Park Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2013, General Obligation Refunding
Park Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2019A, and General Obligation Refunding Park
Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2019B, of the Frankfort Square Park District, Will and
Cook Counties, Illinois, as presented. Denis Moore seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
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Legal counsel from Ancel Glink provided clarification on filing and posting for the upcoming
Consolidated Election. The process of providing packets will be different due to the COVID-19
shutdown of the Park District office. Packets will be available on the Park District’s website,
and can also be mailed to individuals, upon request. The Park office will be open during the
filing period of December 14 – December 21.
The next Will County tax distribution is scheduled for Thursday, September 24.
Mr. Randall reported on a positive conversation with Paul Slade, President of Old Plank Trail
Community Bank, a financial institution that accepts more property tax payments than any other
bank in the area. Mr. Slade noted they have seen a minimal lapse in payment submittals, and has
also seen a higher rate in savings and a lower rate of bounced checks, indicating positive
economic signs.
VIII.

Treasurer’s Report
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, President, Ken Blackburn accepted the August
Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1584 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing. Denis Moore
seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
In conducting a recent financial analysis of the golf course, Jim Randall noted the initial budget
deficit of $90,000 earlier in the season, has been decreased to a $20,000 deficit, due not only to
revenue, but also in large part to the decrease in overall expenses, i.e., staffing with existing fulltime employees. Mr. Randall also noted the change to $10 range fee for 50 minutes of limitless
balls has been an overall positive change for all but a few patrons. Vice President, Dave Macek
and Commissioner, Joe Vlosak thought it might be advantageous to provide a smaller bucket size
to patrons prior to playing their rounds of golf, and Mr. Randall stated golfers are given ten free
balls for the assessment area of the range.
The AFR long form and bound copies of the audit report, FYE 4/30/20, will be mailed to Will
and Cook County Clerk’s Offices on September 18.

IX.

Executive Director’s Report
Jim Randall reported that the District’s financial position remains solid, and with the deliberate
approach to budget management, he does not foresee an issues.
Lincoln-Way Community High School District 210 will return to in-person learning on
September 14, and is also hoping to return to athletics, making provision to use their
gymnasiums for basketball and other activities. Commissioner, Pam Kohlbacher noted the
Summit Hill School District sent an email to families asking for feedback regarding a return to
the classroom.
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Mr. Randall stated that in the event the Summit Hill School District makes a similar decision, the
Park District could move forward with plans to provide a before and after school program that
may accommodate 25-30 students, designed to assist those that are most in need of child care.
The overall rate of COVID-19 in Will County is not positive at this time, and although Mr.
Randall has not yet seen a provision from the State regarding safe return to activities, the Park
District’s risk management provider has been providing guidance on how best to move forward,
based on standards set by the State of Illinois. The Park District is strictly complying with
standard practices to ensure it does not risk greater exposure. Director, Audrey Marcquenski has
been shepherding the District in all matters of compliance, and has standardized guidelines for
community organizations’ use of Park District-owned and/or managed facilities.
Mr. Randall further noted that when we move indoors in November, plans are underway to
provide access to the LWN fieldhouse and gym 2-3 days per week, enabling community groups
to conduct meetings in 2-hour increments. Some daytime programming for children at home may
also be offered, and all usage will be in strict compliance to necessary guidelines.
The new Maintenance employee, Al Gryzb, will begin employment in October.
Mr. Randall reported that the annual full-time employee evaluations have been completed.
X.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
A full review of operations regarding contracted services will be conducted at the end of
the season.
Plans will be developed, projecting 5 years out on ongoing actions. A weekly and
and monthly calendar will also be created to formalize the approach to maintenance that
would detail all necessary tasks to improve accuracy of service.
Ed Reidy, Superintendent of Parks is working on a summary for end-of-season projects
that will include asphalt repair, bench and aggregate garbage can installation, and
replacing temporary signs with permanent signage.
The new fire detection system has been installed at the golf course clubhouse and is
operational.
Due to a wooden light pole that had cracked and fallen over due to high winds in March,
2019, the District now schedules regular inspections of its light poles. A recent inspection
showed two poles will require replacement in the next year’s budget cycle.

B.

Recreation
Jim Randall noted the diversity in programming currently underway and/or planned for
the month of September includes a full slate of dance classes, and youth and adult
programs.
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C.

Information Technology
Mr. Randall reported that Visionary Webworks estimates the launch of the District’s
website will occur in the next two to three weeks.

D.

Special Recreation
LWSRA will move forward with a RecTrac update.
The Park District’s participation in LWSRA programming, currently being offered
virtually, has increased 3% over last year.
LWSRA filed a storm damage property claim report.

E.

Finance and Planning
Jim Randall reported that the District’s budget is in good stead, and there are no
immediate plans to put emergency funding in place.

F.

Golf Course
Rounds of golf for the September 26 Free Day of Golf event have been reserved, with
possibly three or four spots remaining to fill foursomes. Mr. Randall reported there are
still openings for free range use.

G.

Office
Bonnie Roach, Office Manager, has been working in the office, answering phone calls
and managing all necessary tasks five days per week.
The Community Center serves as a polling place and will be open to the public for the
November 3 General Election, however, the office will remained closed on that day.

H.

Risk Management
Staff will review CARES Act webinars, and it is hoped the Park District will be able to
recoup expenses related to COVID-19 compliance.

I.

Wellness Committee
No Report

J.

Community Updates
Jim Randall was notified that the Village of Frankfort received the 2020 Daniel Burnham
Award for a Comprehensive Plan. The Park District assisted in their master plan process,
and some of the cooperative efforts between the Village and FSPD were highlighted in
the award-winning plan.
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The Village of Tinley Park will complete a traditional bike path along 80th Avenue, as
they may be unable to secure State of Illinois funding for the previously proposed project.
Jim Randall reported that the Village of Frankfort installed a storm sewer in corner that
did not have sufficient drainage behind a home adjacent to Champions Park. The Village
will also add parking and an access road to complete the sewer plant relocation project.
K.

FOIA
Jim Randall reviewed a FOIA request, noting the District receives this annual
request from the Better Government Association, requesting full payroll disclosure, per
employee, for the 2019 calendar year.

XI.

Old Business
No old business was discussed.

XII.

New Business
Jim Randall requested consideration to install a tree and bench in a Brookside Glen location, per a
resident’s request. The Park District would supply the tree and bench, but the Healy family, if it
should be the intent, would be responsible for expenses related to a memorial plaque.
Brian Mulheran made Motion 20-1585 to approve the installation of a tree and bench in a Brookside
Glen location, as requested. Dave Macek seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Commissioner Comments
Commissioner, Brian Mulheran commented favorably on the Rainford Farms entryway sign that
is being installed. Jim Randall reported the project came in under the legal bid limit, and the
District has received many positive comments regarding this improvement.
Commissioner, Denis Moore attended an interview with the Cub Scouts at the Champions Park
pavilion, and he commented favorably on the condition of the facility, the activity in the
pickleball courts, and the overall great condition of the parks.
Commissioner, Denis Moore asked if it would be possible to include the FSPD paths into the
new Chicago Southland bike trail map. Mr. Randall noted the Village of Frankfort added our
trail system in the future rails and trails map, noting the tie to the 50 mile Old Plank Road Trail.
Mr. Randall reported that we will also eventually connect our paths to Cook County trails
through Tinley Park, resulting in a 100 mile continuous path system.

XIII.

Executive Session
No information came before the Board that required an executive session.
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XIV.

Adjournment
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1586 to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 p.m. Pam Kohlbacher
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
October 15, 2020
The following are Minutes of a meeting of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of Commissioners held at
the Park District Administration Building, 7540 W. Braemar Lane, Frankfort, Illinois.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Dave Macek, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore,
Brian Mulheran, and Joe Vlosak.

IV.

Public Input

V.

Correspondence
No correspondence was presented.

VI.

Presentation of the September 17, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1587 to accept the September 17, 2020, Board Meeting Minutes as
presented. Pam Kohlbacher seconded.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Abstained: Craig Maksymiak. Nays: None. Motion passed.

VII.

Legal Report
President, Ken Blackburn read by title and requested consideration of Resolution No. 20-10-28, a
Resolution authorizing the Executive Director to execute an intergovernmental and subrecipient
agreement for coronavirus relief funds with Cook County, a copy of which was provided to each
member of the Board of Park Commissioners prior to said meeting.
Pam Kohlbacher made Motion 20-1588 to adopt Resolution No. 20-10-28, a Resolution
authorizing the Executive Director to execute an intergovernmental and subrecipient agreement
for coronavirus relief funds with Cook County, as presented. Denis Moore seconded.
Mr. Randall noted the Park District will apply for up to $5,000 in CARES Act funding through
Cook County, and will also apply for up to $25,000 in CARES Act funding through Will
County. These combined reimbursements will enable the Park District to recoup approximately
25% of the actual COVID-19 related costs that have been incurred.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
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VIII.

Treasurer’s Report
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, President, Ken Blackburn accepted the September
Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1589 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing. Denis Moore
seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Jim Randall reported that to date, the District has received $3,278.501 in Will County tax
distributions, and $59,000 from Cook County. The Will County amount represents well over
98% of all eligible funding, with approximately $32,000 of estimated distributions yet to be
received. Cook County is on a different schedule, and the District will receive the largest part of
tax distributions after January 1, 2021, with an estimated amount to be received of $161,000.
Mr. Randall also noted that last month the District had a positive balance of $2.4 million, which
represents the highest non-referendum fund balance in District history. The balance does not
include debt-obligated funds.

IX.

Executive Director’s Report
Jim Randall participated in a teleconference meeting with Standard & Poor’s today, October 15,
to review questions regarding the financial condition of the District. Mr. Randall also provided a
number of requested financial documents along with detail regarding the $600 million Amazon
site and $35 million apartment buildings on 191st that are all good indicators of increasing
financial stability. It was hoped that since the District completed all that was required since the
2019 process and detailed the above mentioned indicators, that S&P would increase the current
rating, however it was stated they were simply checking in since so many government entities
are considered high risk due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Mr. Randall discussed the potential to install a knee wall around Nature Center’s picnic shelter.
Overhead radiant heating could be added to this locations, enabling community groups that are
not permitted to meet indoors, i.e. the Girl Scouts, to have a comfortable locations in which to
conduct their meetings. The project would cost approximately $5,000 for the knee wall and
$2,000 for the radiant heating, costs that are within budget. If useful, this improvement could
also be expanded to other locations.
President Ken Blackburn asked if this type of space would meet the Girl Scouts’ standards. Mr.
Randall could not speak on behalf of the Girl Scouts organization, but he noted it would provide
a good opportunity for a safer meeting space for groups.
Commissioner/Treasurer Craig Maksymiak commented that if the space would only be used for
6 months out of the year, it may not be a useful expenditure.
Commissioner Pam Kohlbacher also wondered if the Girl Scouts would use this proposed
outdoor meeting space.
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Jim Randall noted that letters are going to all groups and organizations now, and we can request
input to see if they would support the proposed improvement, and whether it would meet their
needs. Mr. Randall stated the issue would be tabled until the November meeting.
X.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
Jim Randall requested Board consideration to trade in two 2009 Ford Rangers and one
2009 Ford LCT Tilt Cab truck towards the purchase of a 2019 Ford F-350 truck at a cost
not to exceed $43,924, per the proposal received from Currie Motors, a copy of which
was provided to each Board Member prior to said meeting.
Brian Mulheran made Motion 20-1590, authorizing the trade in of two 2009 Ford
Rangers and one 2009 Ford LCT Tilt Cab truck towards the purchase of a 2019 Ford F350 truck at a cost not to exceed $43,924, as presented. Dave Macek seconded.
Mr. Randall further noted the District is working to eliminate older equipment, replacing
with new, in an effort to lower operating costs.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian
Mulheran, Joe Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Jim Randall reported that benches are being installed throughout the community, located
to face the parks, not streets, and where possible, have been placed in a position that will
enable park users to view sunrises and sunsets.
Landscaped areas at the Community Center and Crystal Lake Park signs have been
renovated with new plantings.
Parks are being winterized and irrigation systems are being closed down.

B.

Recreation
Jim Randall discussed the first positive COVID-19 test that was reported by the family of
a dance participant. Upon learning of the issue, the Park District emailed letters of
notification to families of all dance participants, and all appreciated how the situation was
managed.
The District received information from other park districts regarding their scheduling
of dance competitions, noting they had provisions in place to do so safely. Our liability
risk management agency will not approve participation in these events, as they are not
within State standards. Mr. Randall noted there is a wide range in the interpretation of
rules, and that our District is doing all it can to ensure we remain within compliance and
will follow rules for the safety of its participants and staff.
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The Park District encountered issues with what may be available at Mary Drew for the
Before and After School Program (BAS). Due to the limited space, the Park District
is now required to decrease the number of registrants to sixteen. The BAS program will
begin on November 9 to coincide with the School District’s first full week of in-person
classes.
Following the first confirmed program participant’s positive COVID-19 diagnosis,
parents were in support of the measures and communication provided by the Park
District.
John Keenan, Superintendent of Recreation, will work with community groups to provide
LWN access for their meetings.
C.

Information Technology
Sufficient information was provided in the monthly Executive Director’s report.

D.

Special Recreation
LWSRA staff were situated at various holes at the golf course for the purpose of
collecting donations from golf patrons, and the organization successfully raised in excess
of $700.

E.

Finance and Planning
No report

F.

Golf Course
Jim Randall reported that the golf course will remain open from 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
when temperatures are 40° or higher. The driving range, however, will only remain open
for this season through November 10 to enable necessary turf repairs.

G.

Office
No report

H.

Risk Management
Jim Randall reported that PDRMA’s annual Risk Management Institute, normally held at
the Tinley Park Convention Center, will be offered virtually. The NRPA and IAPD
conventions will also be held virtually this year.

I.

Wellness Committee
No Report
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J.

Community Updates
Jim Randall reported that the Village of Frankfort is moving forward with its plan to
extend Pfeiffer Road in Lighthouse Pointe to Route 30.
The Village of Frankfort will provide $4,500 to the Park District in support of trail repair
in Lighthouse Pointe.
Mr. Randall further noted the District is developing a good relationship with the Village,
working through the above projects in addition to addressing drainage issues at the sewer
plant.
The path along St. Francis Road may not be plowed during snow events, as the Village
does not clear other trails within its borders.

K.

FOIA
No report

XI.

Old Business
Jim Randall reported that the concrete base for the community bench has been installed, and the
bench will be located and trees will be planted at the approved Brookside Glen location, (ref
September 15, 2020 minutes, Motion 20-1585). The project was complicated due to the volume
of underground utilities at this location.

XII.

New Business
Commissioner, Brian Mulheran asked when community groups will be able to get into Park
District facilities. Jim Randall responded that John Keenan will contact groups in November, and
further noted that groups can be no larger than 25, and multiple groups can be accommodated at
the LWN fieldhouse basketball courts, by scheduling staggered starting and ending times.
Vice President, Dave Macek asked if space would be provided for meetings only. Mr. Randall
responded that the State does not promote athletic activities, and with the increase in positive
COVID-19 cases, the recovery phase may regress.
Commissioner Comments
Commissioner/Treasurer, Craig Maksymiak reported that the new monument sign at the
entryway of the Rainford Farms subdivision has been positively received. Mr. Randall noted the
District may decide to add an LED sign on the opposite corner for community-based messaging.

XIII.

Executive Session
No information came before the Board that required an executive session.
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XIV.

Adjournment
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1591 to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. Craig Maksymiak
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
November 19, 2020
The following are Minutes of a meeting of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of Commissioners held
remotely via Cisco Webex teleconference.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance
Due to the nature of the virtual meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance was waived.

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Dave Macek, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore,
Brian Mulheran, and Joe Vlosak.

IV.

Public Input
No members of the public provided input nor requested to attend said meeting.

V.

Correspondence
No correspondence was presented.

VI.

Presentation of the October 15, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1592 to accept the October 15, 2020, Board Meeting Minutes as
presented. Craig Maksymiak seconded.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Abstained: None. Nays: None. Motion passed.

VII.

Legal Report
Jim Randall presented Resolution No. 20-11-29, a Resolution providing an estimate of taxes to
be levied in accordance with Section 60 of the “Truth in Taxation Law, a copy of which was
provided to each member of the Board of Park Commissioners prior to said meeting, and
requested consideration of same.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1593 to adopt Resolution No. 20-11-29 as presented, Craig
Maksymiak seconded.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.
Jim Randall requested Board consideration to renew the Square Links Class D liquor license, at
County and State levels.
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Dave Macek made Motion 20-1594 approving renewal of the Square Links Class D liquor
license through Will County and the State of Illinois, as requested. Craig Maksymiak seconded.
Motion carried in a vote by voice.
Commissioner, Craig Maksymiak asked if the District had ever encountered any issues related to
alcohol sales at Square Links. Mr. Randall responded, that to the best of his knowledge, there
have never been any problems related to the sale of alcohol. Square Links clubhouse simply sells
beer as a benefit for patrons, but charges too much to encourage over indulgence.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.
VIII.

Treasurer’s Report
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, Secretary, Jim Randall accepted the October
Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
Dave Macek made Motion 20-1595 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing. Craig Maksymiak
seconded.
Jim Randall reported that the District is in a good financial position. The second to last tax
distribution of $47,000 was received from Will County today, and FSPD combined account
balances are just under $2,000,000.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.

IX.

Executive Director’s Report
Robinson Engineering is in the process of finalizing an overall Park District map that will
include trail heads at parking lots located at the Community Center, Lighthouse Pointe Park, and
Union Creek Park. The District will install portable restrooms at trail heads and will keep trails
plowed and treated with a salt/sand combo to keep them open and safe for use throughout the
winter months.
Jim Randall reported on plans to move forward with a public survey and master plan in late
December or early January. Things have changed dramatically, and the District is looking for
input from the public on what they would like to see addressed, what services they wish to have
provided, and what types of facilities would best fit their needs.
Mr. Randall noted that the next Board Meeting is scheduled for December 10. This allows for an
appropriate time period between passage of the Truth in Taxation Resolution and the public
hearing and passage of the Tax Levy Ordinance.

X.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
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Jim Randall reported that the Maintenance Department is slowing down, with staff
finishing up outdoor tasks, storing equipment, completing end-of-season repairs, and
organizing pole barns and garages.
Full-time staff will work from home one day per week, and will work four days in the
field during the month of December. Working from home will enable staff to develop
calendars and bid specifications, and document accomplishments from the previous
season in a quiet environment. Mr. Randall noted staff tend to get more done while
working remotely as they begin their days earlier, work later, and have fewer distractions.
B.

Recreation
Recreation staff had planned for the change to Tier 3 Resurgence Mitigations, and began
by making program participants aware last week that this would be the potential
direction. All was in place to send blast emails to program participants, and the dance
program will be offered as a 100% Zoom opportunity. All participants will have the
option to participate via Zoom, or they may request a household credit or refund. Dance
instructors will teach out of the studios in Mary Drew, and a staff member will assist
teachers by opening and closing the building for their ease of access.
The Park District hopes to provide other Zoom opportunities for classes, such as Mixed
Media, where participants would be given art supplies and follow direction provided
virtually by the art teacher.

C.

Information Technology
The new website is up and running and appears to be easily viewed on any format. Mr.
Randall asked Board Members to provide input on this new improvement.
Staff participated in a lengthy call with Vermont Systems regarding the RecTrac upgrade.
This migration to the latest RecTrac software will happen over the next 6-7 months and
will be finalized on June 7. In the interim, the software will be downloaded to Park
District computers in December and staff will be trained on the new program.

D.

Special Recreation
The new adaptive playground, adjacent to the LWSRA building in New Lenox, is
complete. The playground is estimated at $500,000, and the Park District donated funds
in support of this improvement located within the New Lenox Park District. Dave Macek,
LWSR Foundation’s President, noted the adaptive playground offers a nice feature not
only for LWSRA, but for the community. It was well done, and well-received.
LWSRA has moved to all remote classes in response to the Tier 3 Resurgence Mitigation
guidelines.
Dave Macek reported that the LWSR Foundation is looking for ways to raise funds in a
non-physical manner, and may introduce an opportunity on Facebook in conjunction with
the National Day of Giving on December 1.
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Mr. Randall also reported that LWSRA is working on a Giving Tree opportunity,
enabling its 400+ participants to receive a gift, which the Park District will help to
promote for the agency.
E.

Finance and Planning
The current budget remains positive.
Staff have begun working on the first draft of the 2021/2022 budget.
All Tax Levy documents have been prepared for consideration at the December
meeting. Said levy will be presented at greater than 105% aggregate to anticipate
potential new growth within the District. Jim Randall believes the Park District may
receive an incremental portion from Amazon in the coming fiscal year, but it is more
likely to be received in 2023.
Mr. Randall further noted the Park District can inflate the levy to over 120%, but it
cannot raise taxes to that level and has no authority to raise taxes. He will provide this
information in an upcoming Facebook message, informing the public that the levy
increase is only structured to take advantage of any new growth.

F.

Golf Course
The golf course is doing exceptionally well, and it is remaining open throughout the
winter months when temperatures exceed 40°. With maintenance service concluded for
the season, any revenue will be a benefit. Mr. Randall noted staff did a great job
managing the course, and although it did not open until mid-May, beverage sales were
greatly diminished, and the restaurant was not able to open, the course did well with its
year-to-date fund balance.

G.

Office
Sufficient information was included in the monthly Executive Director’ Report.

H.

Risk Management
PDRMA’s annual Board of Director’s meeting will be held virtually on December 9.
Jim Randall anticipates benefits from PDRMA due to the District’s change from Districtstaffed maintenance to contracted service providers. This change should net savings by
decreasing liability costs as maintenance is always the highest factor in liability insurance
costs and potential injuries. Currently, the District employs three full-time maintenance
staff and a couple of part-time staff, down from the previous number of 20+ maintenance
employees. The District will also realize savings in equipment.

I.

Wellness Committee
No report.
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J.

Community Updates
No report.

K.

FOIA
No report

XI.

Old Business
No old business was discussed.

XII.

New Business
No new business was discussed.
Commissioner Comments
Commissioner, Pam Kohlbacher asked if the December meeting will be held remotely. Jim
Randall replied that the Truth in Taxation public hearing and regular meeting of the Park Board
will be held remotely on December 10, beginning at 7:00 p.m. The District will evaluate whether
to hold the January meeting remotely, as the date gets closer.
Commissioner, Denis Moore asked how the newly hired full-time maintenance employee was
working out. Jim Randall replied that Al Grzyb is working out phenomenally. He comes to the
District with a wealth of knowledge, working under Craig Rathke at the Tinley Park Park District
20 years ago. He recently retired from the Romeoville Park District as their Superintendent of
Maintenance, and is tremendously qualified, having secured applicator’s licensing, has overseen
projects, written bid specifications, all of which will be of great benefit to our District.
Commissioner, Denis Moore asked if the Park District would consider housing Wildcats trophies
in a manner that would enable the public to view them. He also noted the FSBL may wish to
donate their trophies also. Mr. Randall will look into the matter, and thought that Mary Drew,
LWN, and even the golf course clubhouse could be potential locations to house the trophies for
public view. He will include this question in the upcoming community-wide survey, enabling
residents to have a voice in the matter.
Commissioner, Denis Moore asked Jim Randall to elaborate on the issue where our dance
instructors felt the BDC program was being treated differently in regards to dance competitions.
Mr. Randall responded that the instructors and participants were disappointed by the FSPD’s
stance in complying with the State of Illinois’s guidance on these matters. The FSPD also
follows PDRMA’s recommendations, and as a member of this risk management group,
understands that if not complying with the State’s standards, PDRMA would not cover liability
issues that our District may encounter during competitions. One of the park districts that is
hosting a dance competition is also a PDMRA member, and the girls were disappointed that the
FSPD follows the letter of the law for their safety.
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Vice President, Dave Macek reported that he may have a meeting conflict with the District’s
December 10 public hearing and regular meeting. Mr. Randall replied that the meeting includes
consideration of financial matters that must be addressed, and he hopes as many as possible will
be able to attend to ensure a quorum.
Vice President, Dave Macek accessed the new website on different devices, a cell phone, iPad,
laptop, and CPU, and he found the site to work well on all the devices and further commented
that the overall site offers a great improvement. Mr. Randall noted the splash page for the online
registration system will be updated to match the look of the new website.
XIII.

Executive Session
No information came before the Board that required an executive session.

XIV.

Adjournment
Ken Blackburn made Motion 20-1596 to adjourn the meeting at 7:59 p.m. Dave Macek
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
TRUTH IN TAXATION HEARING MINUTES
December 10, 2020
The following are Minutes of a Truth in Taxation Hearing of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of
Commissioners, held remotely via Cisco Webex teleconference.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

II.

Roll Call
Present were: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Joe Vlosak, and Ken
Blackburn
Absent were: Dave Macek and Brian Mulheran

III.

Public Hearing
Board Secretary, Jim Randall requested a motion and a second to open the Truth in Taxation
public hearing for the District’s annual tax levy ordinance, an ordinance levying and assessing
the taxes for the corporate purposes of the Frankfort Square Park District, Will and Cook
Counties.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1597 to open the Truth and Taxation Hearing for Tax Levy
Ordinance No. 20-12-330. Joe Vlosak seconded. Motion carried.
Mr. Randall reported that residents were directed to attend by public notice and posted agenda
that detailed necessary action to request Webex participation in the Truth in Taxation public
hearing, however no residents contacted the Park District to request remote participation.
Mr. Randall asked if any Board Members had questions or comments related to the provided Tax
Levy Ordinance, assessing taxes for Corporate purpose and Recreation Fund and other park
purposes of the Park District for Will and Cook County. No Board Members had questions or
comments regarding the tax levy ordinance.
Jim Randall stated that with no additional comments or questions, the floor for the public hearing
would remain open until 7:10 p.m., while business, not relevant to this hearing was discussed
and recorded to the Committee Reports in the minutes of the December 10, 2020 Regular Board
Meeting.

IV.

Adjournment
As no comments or questions related to the tax levy were provided, Craig Maksymiak made
motion 20-1598 to close and adjourn the Truth in Taxation Hearing at 7:10 p.m. Joe Vlosak
seconded. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
December 10, 2020
The following are Minutes of a meeting of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of Commissioners held
remotely via Cisco Webex teleconference.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance
Due to the need to conduct the meeting virtually, the Pledge of Allegiance was waived.

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian
Mulheran, and Joe Vlosak.
Absent was: Dave Macek

IV.

Public Input
No members of the public provided input nor requested to attend said meeting.

V.

Correspondence
No correspondence was presented.

VI.

Presentation of the November 19, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1599 to accept the November 19, 2020 Board Meeting
Minutes as presented. Joe Vlosak seconded.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, and Ken Blackburn. Abstained: None. Nays: None. Motion passed.

VII.

Consideration of Tax Levy Ordinance No. 20-12-329 for fiscal year 5/1/20-4/30/21.
Secretary, Jim Randall, presented and read by title Tax Levy Ordinance No. 20-12-329 for fiscal
year 5/1/20-4/30/21 into the record, a copy of which was provided to each Board Member prior
to said meeting, and requested consideration of same.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 12-1600 to adopt Tax Levy Ordinance No. 20-12-329 for fiscal
year 5/1/20-4/30/21, as presented. Joe Vlosak seconded.
Jim Randall asked if Board Members had any questions regarding the Tax Levy Ordinance, none
were provided.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None Motion carried.
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VIII.

Legal Report
Secretary, Jim Randall, presented and read by title Ordinance No. 20-12-330, an Ordinance
giving the Cook County Clerk and Will County Clerk direction related to the 2020 Tax Levy, a
copy of which was provided to each Board Member prior to said meeting, and requested
consideration of same.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1601 to accept Ordinance No. 20-12-330, an Ordinance
giving the Cook and Will County Clerks direction related to the 2020 Tax Levy as presented.
Joe Vlosak seconded.
Mr. Randall noted the Levy Direction Ordinance ensures that what the District intends is
understood by both County Clerks by giving specific direction with each authorized fund in the
levy.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.

IX.

Treasurer’s Report
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, Secretary, Jim Randall accepted the November
Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1602 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing. Joe Vlosak
seconded. Motion carried.
Jim Randall reported that Diane Meister, the District’s Bookkeeper in Florida, did a great job in
completing the financials early this month.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.

X.

Executive Director’s Report
Jim Randall noted that he provided a detailed written report, a copy of which was provided to
each Board Member in advance of said meeting, therefore no additional information was
provided in session. In addition, since the Park Board met recently, on November 19, 2020, there
is minimal information to report under all committees.

XI.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
Maintenance staff are expending great effort to close out parks and facilities for the
season, and are also assisting with golf course maintenance.
Reliable Property Services concluded their contracted maintenance of the golf course for
the season, and left their blower, enabling Maintenance staff to more efficiently clear
fairways and greens.
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B.

Recreation
The winter/spring brochure was posted online and includes limited programming.
Winter/spring dance registration begins on Monday, December 14, and runs through
Friday, December 18.

C.

Information Technology
The District’s IT contractors from B Practical Solutions, are working on servers and
updating software in preparation for the RecTrac migration process.

D.

Special Recreation
Dave Macek is President of the LWSR Foundation, and has a meeting this evening,
however, if time allows, he will phone in to this meeting of the Park Board.

E.

Finance and Planning
The initial rough draft of the 2021/2022 budget was prepared and is under review.

F.

Golf Course
Due to unseasonably warm weather, the golf course was fully booked for the past two
days.

G.

Office
Bonnie Roach and Julie Hein will be onsite the week of December 14 to take phone-in
dance registrations.
Linda Mitchell will also be in the office to accept Park Board nominating petitions for the
April 6, 2021 Consolidated Election, with said process concluding on Monday, December
21.

H.

Risk Management
Jim Randall will remotely attend PDRMA’s annual conference on December 16. The
meeting is conducted for the purpose of nominating officers and reviewing the agency’s
annual budget.
Annual bond payments for all existing debt service will be transacted on December 15. A
sum of 850,000 was transferred from the District’s money market account in advance of
the scheduled bond payments. This year’s process is to be managed remotely, and Jim
Randall will sign off on the wire transfer through Old Plank Trails Community Bank’s
drive up window on December 15.
The District’s positive balance remains solid and the financial position exceeds that of
last year.
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I.

Wellness Committee
No report.

J.

Community Updates
Jim Randall reported on new developments in the Village of Tinley Park, located on 191st
& 80th Avenue. The site was originally approved for commercial, with a vision to
develop both sides of 80th Avenue with a grocery store and larger commercial property.
Due to the state of the economy, the sites remained undeveloped. Currently, there is a
$60 million apartment building under construction, and a developer has submitted plans
to construct duplexes adjacent to the apartments. The frontage area may be slated for a
gas station and/or strip mall.
In the initial planning stages of the Brookside Glen subdivision, the Park District waived
impact fees in lieu of land. The developer later approached the District, adding land that
enabled the construction of Arbor and Brookside Bayou Parks, and an additional
retention area on 80th Avenue, greatly exceeding county space for development,
therefore, the Park District is not entitled to any additional compensation with the
proposed new development at 191st Street and 80th Avenue.
Construction of the $600 million Amazon facility on Harlem and Vollmer continues.
A developer has requested zoning to continue construction of high-end duplex units in
Lighthouse Pointe. Each unit is approximately $500,000, and the District has received
impact fees for this development.
Road improvements on St. Francis are complete.
The Village of Tinley Park is in the second phase of engineering to expand the bridge
across 80th Avenue and include a bike path that will connect to our path by the Hockey
Rink.
The strip mall on Harlem Avenue, just north of LWN is getting a new Dollar Store. There
is renewed interested interest in this location due to the Amazon property located across
the street.

K.

FOIA
No report

XII.

Old Business
No old business was discussed.

XIII. New Business
No new business was discussed.
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Commissioner Comments
Commissioner comments consisted of all wishing one another a happy holiday season.
Jim Randall reported that the January meeting of the Park Board, scheduled for January 21,
2021, will be conducted remotely, via Cisco Webex.
XIV.

Executive Session
No information came before the Board that required an executive session.

XV.

Adjournment
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 20-1603 to adjourn the meeting at 7:41 p.m. Joe Vlosak
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
January 21, 2021
The following are Minutes of a meeting of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of Commissioners held
remotely via Cisco Webex teleconference.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance
Due to the nature of the virtual meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance was waived.

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Dave Macek, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore,
and Joe Vlosak.
Absent was: Brian Mulheran
Also present was: Frank Florentine, Consolidated Election candidate

IV.

Public Input
Jim Randall welcomed Frank Florentine to the meeting, and encouraged him participate in the
Public Input portion of said meeting. Mr. Florentine had no input.

V.

Correspondence
No correspondence was presented.

VI.

Presentation of the December 10, 2020 Truth in Taxation Public Hearing Minutes and the
December 10, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 21-1604 to accept the December 10, 2020 Truth in Taxation
Public Hearing Minutes as presented. Dave Macek seconded.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Joe Vlosak, and Ken
Blackburn. Abstained: Dave Macek. Nays: None. Motion passed.
Denis Moore made Motion 21-1605 to accept the December 10, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes, as
presented. Joe Vlosak seconded.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Joe Vlosak, and Ken
Blackburn. Abstained: Dave Macek. Nays: None. Motion passed.

VII.

Legal Report
Jim Randall presented a revised Intergovernmental Agreement for the Use of Summit Hill
School District 161 Facilities by the Frankfort Square Park District, a copy of which was
provided to each Board Member in advance of said meeting for review, and requested
consideration of same.
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The current Intergovernmental Agreement was entered into two years ago and will expire on
June 30, 2021. The revised Agreement includes a longer term, ten years as opposed to two, and
also includes the sunset of fees and charges as previously discussed. The Park District’s legal
counsel revised the new Agreement that, if approved, will be signed and forwarded to SHSD
161, and they will review and can amend if choosing to do so.
Vice President, Dave Macek asked if this Board could approve a measure beyond current terms
of office. Mr. Randall replied that both parties have the ability to walk away from the Agreement
with a one year notice, therefore, any future board from either agency may cancel the
Agreement, per the walk away clause. The law firm of Ancel Glink revised, reviewed, and
approved the content of the Agreement.
Mr. Randall further noted that if SHSD 161 needs the space the FSPD occupies, we would have
one year to vacate, and would have no financial commitment. The Park District would simply be
required to restore the facility, remodeled for the dance program, per the restoration clause.
Should this occur, the Park District may be able to offer current Mary Drew programming at
Lincoln-Way North. The FSPD has had a good working relationship with both SHSD and
LWCHSD for forty years, and did not build facilities, as it had use of those owned by both
School Districts, thereby saving residents’ from additional taxes that would be required to
duplicate such facilities.
It is hoped the Agreement will be fully executed, enabling the Park District to move forward as it
has for many years. Mr. Randall also reported that a future SHSD Board may face hard
decisions, as they may have more facilities than are necessary.
Commissioner, Pam Kohlbacher commented that if the building should become unavailable, it
would affect our programming and asked if we would revise the Agreement to reflect we are no
longer utilizing the facility. Jim Randall replied that would be the action taken, however, the
Park District helps to maintain campuses and has constructed facilities for the schools, and has
summarized the substantial monetary value these actions provide. The one year walk away
clause allows for a cooling down period and the public would be made aware, enabling for a
better dialog in the event a reactionary decision is made.
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1606 to accept the revised Intergovernmental Agreement for the
Use of Summit Hill School District 161 Facilities by the Frankfort Square Park District, as
presented. Denis Moore seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Dave Macek, Craig Maksymiak,
Denis Moore, and Joe Vlosak. Nays: None. Motion carried.
VIII.

Treasurer’s Report
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, Secretary, Jim Randall accepted the December
Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
The December Treasurer’s Report reflects a positive cash position over the previous year by
$200,000-$300,000, and since the District ended the previous fiscal year with a positive balance
of $440,000, barring unforeseen expenses, the current fiscal year could end with a positive
balance of $500,000-$600,000.
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Pam Kohlbacher made Motion 21-1607 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing. Dave Macek
seconded. Motion carried.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Joe Vlosak, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
IX.

Executive Director’s Report
The monthly report contained sufficient information, and Mr. Randall focused on Committee
Reports below to provide updates on District actions.

X.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
The primary maintenance project has been the pond improvement at Square Links Golf
Course. This extensive project includes digging out the irrigation pond and installing a
liner under the inlet for the irrigation that flows under the pump house to prevent the
ongoing siltation problem. A 6” pump was employed to dewater the pond, and tree
removal was included to prevent roots from being pulled into the suction. Last year,
divers were brought in to clean out the inlet point, and it is hoped this improvement
project will provide a long term solution to siltation issues.
Maintenance staff did a great job clearing snow, and positive input has been received
from residents regarding the timely fashion in which paths have been cleared. This year,
a mixture of sand and salt is being used to not only clear paths, but to also provide
improved traction and minimize damage to adjacent turf.
Preparations for the upcoming spring/summer season are underway. Mr. Randall will
review a 2-year master project list with Maintenance staff, prioritizing items to ensure all
is in place to move forward as the budget allows. Said list will be provided for Board
review and direction at the February meeting.
Jim Randall further noted that the retirement of debt service will provide $500,000
for capital improvements by the 2022/2023 fiscal year, enabling the District to not only
compete fix and repair projects, but facilities could be added in the future.

B.

Recreation
Jim Randall reported that the State announced our region moved up two tiers in the
mitigation process on the morning of January 21. This enables the return to in-person
classes, opening up to twenty-five participants, if the location where they are held can
provide appropriate social distancing. Nicolette Jerik, Recreation Supervisor, has been
fielding questions from teachers and participants over the past few weeks, and all are
pleased with the upgraded tier level.
Mr. Randall noted he received the information regarding the revised tier level ten minutes
prior to a conversation with Wildcats Football, and the news changes how we function,
enabling the District to begin planning for indoor opportunities and stadium use.

Park District Board Meeting
January 21, 2021
Page 4
(Sect. X., Committee Reports, B., Recreation, continued)
Superintendent of LWCHSD 210, Dr. Tingley, will meet with IHSA the week of January
25 to learn what sports will be allowed.
Programs are changing on a daily basis and are added to the online brochure.
C.

Information Technology
Bonnie Roach, Office Manager, has been working on the new RecTrac migration that
will take place in June. A recent meeting was held with a RecTrac representative, and
staff learned our data will be transferred to the Cloud.
The District’s computer lab, utilized by the ELC preschool program, will be updated
from the old CPUs to tablets that are used by school districts.
The District is also investigating the purchase of a new server to replace existing
equipment that will be simpler and more adaptable to the District’s needs.
All purchases will be detailed as potential projects and presented to the Board, enabling
Members to determine priorities for the new budget.

D.

Special Recreation
LWSRA staff were approved to receive vaccinations, as they work closely with an at-risk
population.

E.

Finance and Planning
Jim Randall provided a summary of retiring debt service, noting two primary golf course
bonds will be paid over the next two years, and one creates a higher impact than previous
years as the payment increases when reaching maturity. In the coming months, the
Board may consider using some of the excess fund balance at the end of the current fiscal
year to pay down debt so we have a more normal operating budget and avoid incurring a
larger debt on the golf course. The funds can be paid off over time.
The community-wide survey will be finalized within the next week, will be provided
to the Board for final comments prior to sending to the printer, and results will be
available in the spring.
Mr. Randall noted it is difficult to review budget matters remotely, and it is hoped that
beginning in February, we will be able to meet in-person. The February meeting will
include a review of key points of the budget. The March meeting will include a review
of the projects and full-time salaries, and the equalized assessed value is typically
received from Will County in early March. The Board will then act upon the Operating
Budget in April.

F.

Golf Course
Last year’s Toptracer and Teesnap opportunities are being overviewed.
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Jim Randall is proposing eliminating annual passes next season, as it is more beneficial to
operate with scheduled tee times, and memberships were problematic and did not
generate much revenue. The Board can consider this matter and provide input over the
next two months.
Mr. Randall discussed the possibility of expanding pond water to create more volume for
summer irrigation needs, as the course is only fed with a 4” or 6” well that is not a
standard for golf courses. There is a potential to expand the area in front of the old 7th tee,
creating a water feature to play across, while leaving the original tee, providing golfers to
choose a harder or easier fairway approach. Spoils from this potential project could be
used to develop a berm for a t-ball field at Kiwanis Park, and permitting would be
minimal. It was further noted that when excavating in a flood plain, material cannot be
left onsite. The newly developed pond would also create more flood plain compensatory
water storage in the golf course flood plain.
G.

Office
Shelley Wantiez is training for the position of Office Manager, and as a former LWN
athletic department secretary, she brings skills that have enabled her to adapt with
proficiency.

H.

Risk Management
Jim Randall reported that the pandemic has created new exposures with layoffs that may
impact the insurance market. The Downers Grove Park District found it necessary to lay
off 12-13 people in their recreation department. Our District has benefited from having
a small staff of only two full-time recreation employees, limited hourly staff, and no fulltime bookkeeper, making it easier to keep existing staff busy. The District also contracted
park maintenance this past season, and the facility maintenance contract was suspended
as it was not needed during the shutdown. The Board may consider adding full-time
bookkeeper with the 2021/2022 budget. Mr. Randall further noted that we miss the 70+
part-time people that support the District’s programming.

I.

Community Updates
Jim Randall reported that a Whole Foods may be under construction.
Construction continues on the 191st Street apartment complex, and the plan was revised
to include a trail connection to the District’s existing walking/bike path.

J.

FOIA
The District received and replied to a request for information under the Freedom of
Information Act. Said request for information related to the Park Board is received
annually from LocalLabs.

XI.

Old Business
No old business was discussed.
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XII.

New Business
The first draft of the budget was prepared and a copy was provided to each Board Member in
advance of said meeting for review.
Commissioner Comments
Commissioner, Denis Moore commended the Maintenance staff for the manner in which they
cleared pathways over the weekend, noting the work was timely and well done. Mr. Moore was out
by 9:00 a.m., and noted the paths and areas around the schools were clear, and that it was good to
see people out and enjoying the paths and sledding hills.
Denis Moore noted that the Romeoville Park District had an impressive light display this past
Christmas season, and he asked if our District would consider decorating Community Park next
year. Jim Randall appreciated the input and stated that Community Park has multiple electric
services and the cost can be calculated to see how this project would fit into the budget.
Vice President, Dave Macek is looking forward to opening programs as quickly as possible, and
he was encouraged to see how quickly we were able to reestablish in-person sessions for the
dance program. Mr. Randall noted Nicolette Jerik, Recreation Supervisor, also retained the Zoom
option for this evening’s dance classes so that if anyone was unable to attend, they would still be
able to participate. Ms. Jerik did a tremendous job communicating with the teachers and families,
and also worked with our IT Contractor, Dave Gorka, to make the Zoom option possible.

XIII.

Executive Session
Jim Randall reported that this meeting included an executive session to review closed session
minutes, however, the action has been deferred to the February meeting, where it may be held inperson, providing a better situation for review and discussion.

XIV.

Adjournment
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1608 to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 p.m. Ken Blackburn
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
February 18, 2021
The following are Minutes of a meeting of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of Commissioners held at
the Park District Administration Building, 7540 W. Braemar Lane, Frankfort, Illinois.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Dave Macek, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran,
and Joe Vlosak.
Attending remotely was: Craig Maksymiak
Also present was: Frank Florentine, Consolidated Election candidate

IV.

Public Input
No input was provided.

V.

Correspondence
No correspondence was presented.

VI.

Presentation of the January 21, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes.
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1609 to accept the January 21, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes, as
presented. Ken Blackburn seconded.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Joe Vlosak, Dave
Macek and Ken Blackburn. Abstained: Brian Mulheran. Nays: None. Motion passed.

VII.

Legal Report
Jim Randall presented a second revision of an Intergovernmental Agreement for the Use of
Summit Hill School District 161 Facilities by the Frankfort Square Park District that was
approved by the School Board on Wednesday, February 16, 2021, a copy of which was provided
to each Board Member in advance of said meeting for review, and requested consideration of
same.
Denis Moore made Motion 21-1610 to accept the second revision of the Intergovernmental
Agreement for the Use of Summit Hill School District 161 Facilities by the Frankfort Square
Park District, as presented. Pam Kohlbacher seconded.
Jim Randall further stated that the School District’s approval of the Intergovernmental
Agreement that includes a ten year term is a good indication that our cooperative relationship
will continue for the benefit of the residents we mutually serve.

Park District Board Meeting
February 18, 2021
Page 2
(Sect. VII., Legal Report, continued)
Commissioner, Brian Mulheran asked if there was any discussion between School Board
Members while considering the Agreement. Commissioner, Pam Kohlbacher noted one Board
Member reached out to Jim Randall with a question, and he put her mind at ease.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Jim Randall requested approval of Travel, Meal, and Lodging Expense Reimbursement forms for
designated dance staff to attend the Applause competition held in Itasca, Illinois from March 5-7,
2021, copies of which were presented to each Board Member prior to said meeting.
The event is being held under strict guidelines. Parents must wait in their vehicles and one parent
will be allowed in only when his/her dancer is onstage. Said reimbursement forms do not include
overnight stays and only cover and meal, mileage, and parking costs.
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1611 to approve the Travel, Meal, and Lodging Expense
Reimbursement forms, for designated dance staff that will attend the Applause competition held
in Itasca, Illinois from March 5-7, 2021, as presented. Joe Vlosak seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.
VIII.

Treasurer’s Report
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, President, Ken Blackburn accepted the January
Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1612 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing. Joe Vlosak
seconded. Motion carried.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe
Vlosak, Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion carried.

IX.

Executive Director’s Report
Jim Randall reported that the Park District is considered a provider of day care
opportunities, and as such, enables staff, both those providing children’s programming
and administrative staff, to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. Additionally, Maintenance staff that
are snow plow drivers were provided with the option to receive the vaccine. It is hoped that as
planning for summer programming begins, this opportunity will be provided to seasonal staff.
Audrey Marcquenski, Director, continues to work on the Investment Policy that will be
presented for Board consideration at an upcoming meeting.
Jim Randall reported that all Board Members received a copy of the most recent communitywide survey draft, and if no additions or corrections are necessary, the survey will be mailed to
residents in early March. Results will be tabulated in April, the Board will be provided with a
first read in May, and Campfire Concepts will present the document at the June meeting.
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Three Board Members agreed to serve on the 2021 College Scholarship judging committee.
X.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
Jim Randall reported that the District’s Maintenance staff have been challenged with
snow and ice removal, working 8-10 hours a day. They have been doing a commendable
job clearing parking lots and opening paths, down to the asphalt in many locations. The
District employs unique snow removal equipment that has proven invaluable in clearing
smaller pathways and bridges during the record-setting snow events experienced over the
past weeks.
Commissioner, Denis Moore asked if snow removal was managed internally, and Jim
Randall replied that three full-time staff and two part-time staff comprise the District’s
snow removal team, with full-time staff managing the largest share of the workload.
Vice President, Dave Macek noted the Maintenance staff are doing a great job clearing
the snow.
Jim Randall is investigating the use of grass-eating carp and barley straw to mitigate
unwanted growth in the Community Park pond.
A project list is under development that will include, but not be limited to asphalt
repairs/sealcoating, landscaping/tree planting, and electronic signs to replace changeable
letter signs. The list will be prioritized and brought before the Board at the March
meeting.
Jim Randall is also working with a design firm to develop a tee ball field at Kiwanis Park
that may be considered over the next couple of years.
Jim Randall reported that a file storage room and office are being constructed in the
maintenance garage mezzanine area. This will enable the District to house files at the
Community Center that have been stored offsite for the past few years.
Maintenance staff continue to determine disposal of excess equipment no longer needed
due to the District’s use contracted mowing service.

B.

Recreation
Recreation staff are moving forward with program plans that look to become more viable
due to the availability of the COVID-19 vaccine and decrease in positivity rates of
infection in our area.
The Park District has been working through processes to enable Wildcats Football and
cheerleaders with access to indoor space. Mr. Randall is also considering removing
bleachers at outdoor athletic fields and encouraging spectators to bring lawn chairs to
ensure appropriate social distancing. Staff are reviewing all available information, and
will implement procedures accordingly.
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C.

Information Technology
Security cameras have been updated at the Community Center and Nature Center
buildings.

D.

Special Recreation
Dave Macek, President of the LWSR Foundation Board, reported that $20,000 was raised
in support of LWSRA. It was a commendable effort, considering many of the normal
fundraising activities, such as the 2020 golf outing, were not possible due to COVID-19.
Breakfast with the Bunny, that normally raises $8,000, will not be held this year, however
the Foundation will assemble bunny baskets. Mr. Macek also noted that the new LWSR
Foundation Board Members are working well, and coordination and cooperation with
member agencies has also been very positive. The annual golf outing will return this year.

E.

Finance and Planning
The second draft of the budget is scheduled for review under Old Business.

F.

Golf Course
Jim Randall noted that half of the golf cart fleet was replaced two years ago, and he will
investigate cost related to a new lease, but to date, there is no definite time frame for this
potential action.
A window will be installed on the clubhouse adjacent to the arbor/picnic table area. The
purpose is to mount a 70” monitor that will enable golf patrons to view their Toptracer
Range stats along with tournament and contest information without having to enter the
clubhouse.

G.

Office
Office staff continue to work on the RecTrac migration process.

H.

Risk Management
Jim Randall reported that work on the asset inventory, provided through PDRMA,
continues.
Mr. Randall noted that the District works with PDRMA’s unemployment consultant
regarding identity theft that has been a nationwide problem. Current and former staff
have experienced difficulties, and have been provided with details necessary to address
the issues.
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I.

Community Updates
Vice President, Dave Macek asked if the District received any information regarding
assessed valuation of the Amazon site. Mr. Randall noted a TIF hearing will be held on
April 12. He further reported that if numbers received from Baird are correct, the
property would be valued at $600,000,000, and tax distributions, from this single facility
would comprise 10% of the Park District’s overall budget. If a TIF is approved at half
the level, it would still provide a positive result, as the facility does not create extra cost
or work for the Park District and is simply revenue for our tax base. Amazon can also be
an engine for additional opportunities in the area, and the strip mall on Harlem Avenue
and Vollmer Road has already seen an increase in occupancy.
Commissioner, Denis Moore asked if there were any updates on plans for the LincolnWay North High School facility. Jim Randall is unaware of any immediate plans,
however if the State of Illinois budget has available funds, their purchase of the building
could proceed quickly. Mr. Randall has discussed separating the athletic fields, pole barn,
and stadium from the sale as a nice compromise for the community, but the concern is
that doing so could cause a limiting factor in the sale.

J.

FOIA
No report.

XI.

Old Business
Jim Randall orally reviewed the second draft of the 2021/2022 budget, a copy of which was
presented to each Board Member in advance of said meeting.
The brief overview to provide a better understanding of the direction included the following
details:
We currently do not know the level of programming the District will be able to provide in the
next fiscal year, and recreation income/expense, with the exception of one full-time salary, is all
related to program participation.
Two Office Manager positions will be included, however, one individual is in training, and one
will be leaving the District at a yet-to-be determined date during the fiscal year. Similarly, a
Bookkeeping position is included as a full year expense, however the duration has yet to be
decided.
The Transfer to Debt Service increases with this budget as debt payments coming to the end of
their cycle result in larger payments, therefore, the Improvement Projects line item will be
substantially lower than the previous year.
The 2021/2022 budget is reflective of what we did last year, however, programming is based on
the historical average.
It is anticipated the District will have excess revenue at the end of the 2021/2022 fiscal year,
similar to this year, and the budget is developed to account for unexpected expenses that we may
not encounter.
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The Board will review a project list during the March meeting, and will determine priorities that
will be built into the final budget that the Board will consider for adoption at the April meeting.
XII.

New Business
Commissioner Comments
Commissioner, Denis Moore commended Jim Randall for lighting LWN to enable sledding,
noting it is good to see families taking advantage of this opportunity.

XIII.

Executive Session
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1613 to enter into executive session at 8:10 p.m. Denis Moore
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
The Park Board reviewed minutes from closed executive sessions, both written and verbatim
audio dating from May 21, 2020 to date, for the purpose of determining which sessions can be
released for public inspection, and which, if any, closed session minutes may still require
confidential treatment.
Pam Kohlbacher made Motion 21-1614 to go out of executive session and return to open session
at 8:12 p.m. Dave Macek seconded. Motion carried.

XIV.

Consideration of Resolution 21-02-30
Jim Randall requested consideration to adopt Resolution 21-02-30, a Resolution authorizing the
release of closed session minutes and the destruction of closed session audio recordings, a copy
of which was provided to each Board Member for review in advance of said meeting.
Brian Mulheran made Motion 21-1615 to adopt Resolution 21-02-30, as presented. Joe Vlosak
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
Per Board direction and decision regarding which executive session minutes should be released
for public inspection and which executive session minutes require confidential treatment,
Resolution 21-02-30 will be updated with said detail and linked to the February 18, 2021 for
public review.

XV.

Adjournment
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1616 to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 p.m. Craig Maksymiak
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
March 18, 2021
The following are Minutes of a meeting of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of Commissioners held at
the Park District Administration Building, 7540 W. Braemar Lane, Frankfort, Illinois.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Dave Macek, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, and Brian
Mulheran.
Attending remotely was: Pam Kohlbacher
Absent was: Joe Vlosak
Also present was: Frank Florentine, Consolidated Election candidate

IV.

Public Input

V.

Correspondence
No correspondence was provided for Board review.

VI.

Presentation of the February 18, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes.
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1617 to accept the February 18, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes, as
presented. Craig Maksymiak seconded.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.

VII.

Legal Report
President, Ken Blackburn presented an Investment Policy, providing a plan to ensure prudent
investments of Frankfort Square Park District funds and maximizing the efficiency of the
District’s cash management policy, a copy of which was provided to each Board Member in
advance of said meeting, and requested consideration of same.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 21-1618 to accept the Investment Policy, providing a plan to
ensure prudent investments of Frankfort Square Park District funds and maximizing the
efficiency of the District’s cash management policy, as presented. Dave Macek seconded.
Vice President, Dave Macek asked if the Investment Policy was developed to address the
independent auditor’s opinion regarding a possible deficiency. Treasurer, Craig Maksymiak noted
that the policy states the Park District, as a steward of resident’s tax dollars, will protect the
money and not invest in speculative issues, and if possible, could realize some return on
investments.
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Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.
President, Ken Blackburn presented and requested approval for a Capital Asset Policy, a policy
that will provide control and accountability over Frankfort Square Park District capital assets and
to gather and maintain information needed for the preparation of financial statements, a copy of
which was provided to each Board Member in advance of said meeting.
Denis Moore made Motion 21-1619 to accept the Capital Asset Policy, a policy that will provide
control and accountability over Frankfort Square Park District capital assets and to gather and
maintain information needed for the preparation of financial statements as presented. Dave
Macek seconded.
Treasurer, Craig Maksymiak noted the capitalization thresholds, identified in the Capital Asset
policy makes sense as the District is basically deducting any amount below $25,000. Jim Randall
stated that previously we inventoried items over $1,000, however the listed threshold is
recommended by our risk management agency and is acceptable by the District’s legal counsel
and independent auditor. The District additionally maintains an inventory of all physical items.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.
President, Ken Blackburn requested approval of Travel, Meal, and Lodging Expense
Reimbursement forms for designated dance staff to attend the Rainbow Competition held in
Joliet, Illinois from April 16-18, 2021, and the Spotlight Competition in Batavia, Illinois from
April 23-25, copies of which were presented to each Board Member prior to said meeting.
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1620 to approve the Travel, Meal, and Lodging Expense
Reimbursement forms, for designated dance staff that will attend the Rainbow Competition held
in Joliet, Illinois from April 16-18, 2021, and the Spotlight Competition in Batavia, Illinois from
April 23-25, as presented. Brian Mulheran seconded.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.
VIII.

Treasurer’s Report
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, President, Ken Blackburn accepted the February
Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 21-1621 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing. Dave Macek
seconded. Motion carried.
Vote on Motion Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Craig Maksymiak, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Dave
Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.

IX.

Executive Director’s Report
Board Members were provided with a project listing and will be asked to consider authorizing the
top two or three items. Mr. Randall noted we would then move forward with additional projects
based on the budget and time frame for completion.
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Mr. Randall reported that a primary dance instructor requested compensation based on a year
round salary. Currently, the instructor is paid during scheduled sessions. If acceptable by the
Board, numbers will be based on a historical average of program revenue and could be adjusted
at year’s end, based on actual participation. The issue was reviewed and approved by the
District’s legal counsel, and an offer letter can be drafted and provided to the Board for
consideration, along with the legal opinion. Said offer will clarify the employee’s status as parttime and will not include benefits afforded to full-time staff, ensuring the District does not
arbitrarily provide benefits.
Vice President, Dave Macek noted this is common practice in the insurance industry, and should
not be an issue with our legal counsel. Mr. Randall stated the dance program provides predictable
revenue and the instructor is interested in having consistent income, and since no immediate
objections or concerns were received, Mr. Randall will move forward with finalizing information
for Board consideration.
Jim Randall reported that Wildcats Football began their practice season and have been happy
with the indoor and outdoor facilities that the District has provided to their organization.
Jim Randall discussed plans to begin a conservative approach to returning to normal in the office
and programming. The office would reopen to the public on May 1, with a limit of 30 hours per
week. September 1 would mark a full return to programming. This summer, day camp for grades
K-6 and an early childhood summer camp will be offered in response to survey responses. The
summer brochure will include 10-12 opportunities, and all will operate under current guidelines of
social distancing and face coverings. Planning has been based on recommendations provided by
the District’s risk management agency and the Illinois Department of Public Health.
At issue is whether furloughed staff will return, as most are receiving federal subsidies in addition
to unemployment benefits. Mr. Randall reported that return to work offer letters are sent to
employees, and if any indicate an unwillingness to return, the District’s unemployment consultant
is notified they denied work. It was further noted, however, that seasonal golf course and
maintenance staff have expressed a desire to return for the upcoming season.
X.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
Ed Reidy, Superintendent of Parks worked with Robinson Engineering over the winter
months to update Park District maps, including a bike trail map. Ed provided existed trail
information and projected connections, and a final copy will be uploaded to the Chicago
Southland Trail app, in response to a suggestion by Commissioner, Denis Moore.

B.

Recreation
Sufficient information was provided in the Executive Director’s monthly report.
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C.

Information Technology
Dave Gorka of B Practical Solutions, is finalizing plans to replace the existing servers with
a cloud-based option. Mr. Randall will forward details to the Board when they become
available.

D.

Special Recreation
Sufficient information was provided in the Executive Director’s monthly report.

E.

Finance and Planning
Sufficient information was provided in the Executive Director’s monthly report.

F.

Golf Course
Sufficient information was provided in the Executive Director’s monthly report.

G.

Office
Jim Randall reported that the transition for the Office Manager position is going well, and
Shelley Wantiez, Office Manager in training, has a strong banking background.
Bonnie Roach, Office Manager has been doing a phenomenal job in preparing the office
for the transition and the RecTrac software migration.

H.

Risk Management
Sufficient information was provided in the Executive Director’s monthly report.

I.

Community Updates
Jim Randall reported that the Village of Tinley Park and Will County entered into an
Intergovernmental Agreement to cooperatively complete a bike path improvement on 80th
Avenue that will run from the Brookside Glen development north over I-80. Said
improvement would connect the Park District’s path to Cook County trails, and
additionally, would connect these paths to the Old Plank Road Trail pathway when the
Pfeiffer Road path through the Lighthouse Pointe subdivision is completed.
Jim Randall has been in communication with the Cook County Assessor’s Office to
request an assessment for the Amazon site in an effort to determine the potential increase
to the Park District’s property tax revenues. The County will complete an assessment and
apply it to the tax rolls. Mr. Randall further noted that the Village of Matteson has
scheduled a virtual public hearing on April 12, regarding a TIF and redevelopment plan
for the Harlem and Route 30 project site where three additional buildings are to be
located.
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Vice President, Dave Macek inquired if the Village of Frankfort was still considering the
bike path extension on Pfeiffer Road in the Lighthouse Pointe subdivision. Mr. Randall
noted this project is a high priority, with road and bike path improvements planned for the
community.
J.

FOIA
No report.

XI.

Old Business
Budget Overview
Jim Randall noted the March meeting includes personnel-related line items that will be discussed
by the Board in executive session. The March budget draft is close to the April operating budget,
and Mr. Randall reviewed the following:
A final golf course loan payment is due in the upcoming fiscal year. Said payment increases
to $110,000 as the debt was refinanced over a longer period with a balloon payment required at
maturity. The District’s end of year fund balance is estimated at $440,000, and the Board has the
option to pay the debt out of budget.
Vice President, Dave Macek requested clarification regarding the Preventive Hazard Repair line
item. Mr. Randall noted the additional funds under Liability Insurance are the result of net
savings from an overall decrease in the District’s risk management insurance premium. The
savings are allocated to this line item and are sourced to support various repairs for the benefit of
the District.
Treasurer, Craig Maksymiak inquired about the approximate 50% increase to the Health & Life
Insurance line item. Mr. Randall explained that the District estimates a 12% increase from the
previous year, and also included four additional personnel, two of which have yet to be approved
by the Park Board, and further noted they may not elect accept an offer of employment, if
provided.
The operating budget will come before the Board for consideration at the April meeting.
No additional questions or comments were provided, and the Board will discuss personnelrelated budget matters in executive session.
Jim Randall reported that Consolidated Election candidates have historically been asked to
observe the March executive session wherein personnel are reviewed, and attendance requires
Board approval via motion.
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1622 to authorize Consolidated Election candidate, Frank
Florentine to remain in attendance to observe the executive session. Craig Maksymiak seconded.
Motion carried in a vote by voice.
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XII.

New Business
Commissioner Comments
No comments were provided.

XIII.

Executive Session
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1623 to enter into executive session at 8:04 p.m. Denis Moore
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
An executive session was called to conduct annual full-time personnel reviews.
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1624 to go out of executive session and return to open session at
9:07 p.m. Brian Mulheran seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

XIV.

Full-Time Salary Increases
Craig Maksymiak made Motion 21-1265, approving full-time salary increases not to exceed 4%
per employee. Said overall total of full-time salary increases shall not exceed $20,000, excluding
the Executive Director’s salary. The Executive Director will determine the level and type of
salary or bonus within stated parameters. The Executive Director will receive a 1.5% cost of
living increase and a one-time bonus of $3,900. Brian Mulheran seconded. Motion carried in a
vote by voice.

XV.

Adjournment
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1626 to adjourn the meeting at 9:08 p.m. Craig Maksymiak
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

FRANKFORT SQUARE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
April 15, 2021
The following are Minutes of a meeting of the Frankfort Square Park District Board of Commissioners
held at the Park District Administration Building, 7540 W. Braemar Lane, Frankfort, Illinois.
I.

Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

II.

Pledge of Allegiance

III.

Roll Call
Present were: Ken Blackburn, Pam Kohlbacher, Dave Macek, Brian Mulheran, and Joe
Vlosak.
Attending remotely was: Denis Moore
Absent was: Craig Maksymiak
Also present was: Dave Gorka, B Practical Solutions

IV.

Public Input
Jim Randall introduced Dave Gorka, IT Contractor from B Practical Solutions. During
the three years Dave’s company has provided IT services to the Park District, a great
relationship has been formed. The contract is all inclusive, and Dave is always available
to manage all IT needs including registration software support, server repairs, assistance
with Teesnap and Toptracer at the golf course, addressing issues with computers and cell
phones, and is guiding the District through its online registration software program’s
migration. Most importantly, Dave Gorka enabled staff to work remotely, ensuring fulltime employees were able to work seamlessly during the pandemic shutdown. On behalf
of the District’s Park Board and staff, Mr. Randall expressed appreciation for Dave and
B Practical Solutions efforts, noting they made vast and necessary District-wide IT
improvements.
Dave Gorka stated he appreciates working for the Park District, and that his company
has been able to bring their broad IT knowledge base to improve District operations. A
pending improvement will be to replace the server system and will move email storage
to a cloud-based system.
Additionally, Mr. Gorka noted that B Practical’s experience has helped to keep the Park
District moving in the right direction, and that for over one year, staff were able to work
remotely with almost no downtime.
Jim Randall reported that Dave Gorka also enabled the popular dance program to
continue virtually, via Zoom platform.

Park District Board Meeting
April 15, 2021
Page 2
(Sect. IV., Public Input, continued)
Dave Gorka explained that B Practical Solutions installed wireless access points in
each dance studio at Mary Drew to allow use of the Zoom platform, and is also
preparing for live streaming per a request by Recreation Supervisor, Nicolette Jerik, to
enable dancers’ extended family members to view the Showcase, as attendance is
limited in accordance with State guidelines.
Jim Randall recognized Pam Kohlbacher, noting we did so when she initially resigned
from the Park Board in 2013. At that time, Mr. Randall detailed all she had done for the
District, and it was noted that anything of record was completed during Pam’s first and
tenure with the Park Board. Pam, at the time a dedicated teacher, declined to attend the
NRPA convention when the Park District received Gold Medals. As a Board Member,
led the District through numerous achievements and was instrumental in the successful
2002 referendum. Pam has always been willing to step up and assist where needed, and
provided direction for the ELC preschool program. Mr. Randall noted that the Frankfort
Square Park District is a better organization due to Pam Kohlbacher’s involvement.
Pam thanked Jim for his kind words, and noted her association with the Park District has
always been a pleasure. She has enjoyed the people and the philosophy, and it has been
her honor to serve the Frankfort Square Park District.
V.

Correspondence
A. Appreciation
A thank you letter was received from St. Coletta’s of Illinois Foundation,
expressing appreciation for the Park District’s donation of Square Links golf
passes as a raffle prize in support of their virtual gala fundraiser.

VI.

Presentation of the March 18, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes.
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1627 to accept the March 18, 2021, Board Meeting
Minutes as presented. Pam Kohlbacher seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Dave Macek,
and Ken Blackburn. Abstained: Joe Vlosak. Nays: None. Motion passed.

VII.

Legal Report
Jim Randall requested consideration to provide part-time employees, BDC’s Director
and Co-Director, with annual salaries, based on historical program participation
revenue, averaged over a twelve month period. The District’s legal counsel reviewed
the matter, and salaries will be re-evaluated at the end of the fiscal year and adjusted
as needed.
Pam Kohlbacher made Motion 21-1628, authorizing annual salaries for part-time BDC
Director and Co-Director as presented. Denis Moore seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak,
Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.
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VIII.

Treasurer’s Report
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, President Ken Blackburn accepted the
March Treasurer’s Report, pending audit.
Jim Randall reported that account balances are within $1,000 to $2,000 from the
previous year, and should result in a $400,000 carryforward. Good progress is being
made. Due to maturity of a golf course loan this year, the payment balloons to
$120,000. The final installment of the 2002 referendum will be paid at the end of this
calendar year, and combined, both bonds will reduce taxes by $660,000 of our
$4,000,000 budget. Mr. Randall further noted that the District will receive $1.4 million
in late May, and another $1 million in mid-June. The goal is to build a fund balance of
$1 million, and retirement of debt will aid this goal.
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1629 to accept the Accounts Payable Listing. Pam
Kohlbacher seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak,
Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.
Jim Randall presented the 2021/2022 Operating Budget, a copy of which was provided
to each Board Member in advance of said meeting, and requested consideration of
same.
Pam Kohlbacher made Motion 21-1630 authorizing the adoption of the 2021/2022
Operating Budget as presented. Joe Vlosak seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Brian Mulheran, Denis Moore, Joe Vlosak,
Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: none. Motion passed.
Jim Randall presented the Projects and Purchases list for Fiscal Year 2021/2022, a copy
of which was provided to each Board Member in advance of said meeting, and
requested consideration of same.
Mr. Randall reported that the $103,991 budget consists of initial projects that would be
completed early in the fiscal year, and a copy of said list is attached and made part of
these minutes. The following details were also provided.
 Wood light poles are annually inspected by an independent contractor, and a
pole at Champions Park was deemed in need of replacement.
 Community Park pond will be used as a test case with various controls that
include aeration, grass eating carp, and environmentally sensitive products as a
multi-pronged approach to resolve the issue of unwanted weed and algae. These
measures cannot be employed on shallow-bottom basins, but if successful,
could be replicated in deeper ponds within the District.
 The Kiwanis Park asphalt project, started last year, will be completed.
 The golf course clubhouse exterior and roof will be repainted.
 Additional garbage cans will be installed at various locations.
 A second brick monument sign would be erected at the Rainford Farms
entrance on St. Francis Road and 80th Avenue, and in the future, the Board
could elect to add a changeable letter sign for community-based messages.
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Two existing vehicles will be traded in towards the purchase of a Ford F150,
further downsizing the District’s fleet.
The old server system will be replaced with a Windows platform that includes
3-4 virtual servers for domain control files. Emails will be stored offsite in the
Microsoft cloud.

Jim Randall reported that the balance of projects listed are included in the
2021/2022 Operating Budget will not be addressed until the initial projects are
completed.
President, Ken Blackburn asked if it is the intention that projects on both pages
will be completed, and Mr. Randall responded that he is seeking approval for
items with dollar values only.
Pam Kohlbacher made Motion 21-1631 to authorize the Projects and Purchases list for
Fiscal Year 2021/2022, as presented. Brian Mulheran seconded.
Vote on Motion: Ayes: Pam Kohlbacher, Denis Moore, Brian Mulheran, Joe Vlosak,
Dave Macek, and Ken Blackburn. Nays: None. Motion passed.
IX.

Executive Director’s Report
Jim Randall requested consideration for the Park District to sponsor and charter Cub
Pack 101. It was further noted that the Park District has not expanded its sponsorship of
Scout groups in thirty-eight years, and Scouting is a positive active to promote within
our community.
Jim Randall has been the Charter organization representative for all thirty-eight years,
and moving forward, Ed Reidy, Superintendent of Parks and strong Scout supporter, will
assume this role, beginning with Cub Pack 101.
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1632 to authorize the Park District to charter Cub Pack
101 as requested. Joe Vlosak seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.
Jim Randall noted the Village of Matteson delayed its TIF hearing, regarding
redevelopment bounded by Vollmer, Route 30, Ridgeland and Harlem, until May 10,
2021.
Jim Randall is working with the Brookside Glen West developer, Eamon Malone on a
park land donation parallel to ComEd easement that will occur within the next couple of
months. The area will be seeded and provide access to Mary Drew from the Union
Creek football field.
To date, over three hundred community-wide survey responses have been received by
Campfire Concepts.
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The mowing contractors returned for the second season, and per a question posed by
Vice President, Dave Macek regarding how well the individual contractors are doing,
Mr. Randall replied that all are doing well; one contractor was let go last year and the
properties were turned over to Carefree Lawn Maintenance. Carefree is also mowing the
Lincoln-Way North campus. The bill will go through the Park District, but will be paid
by LWCHSD 210 this season.
Jim Randall is investigating the potential to have a COVID mural created that would
summarize the community’s efforts during the pandemic, with public art on the
Community Center brick wall.
Jim Randall solicited a proposal from Melrose Pyrotechnics that would provide a postCOVID celebration with fireworks and music in November or December, at a cost of
approximately $25,000. Mr. Randall may seek approval at a future meeting, pending
community input and consensus, and noted it would not be done on an annual basis.
X.

Committee Reports
A.

Maintenance
The small Maintenance staff, consisting of three full-time employees and two or
three part-time employees, has been very successful.
Jim Randall referenced some issues with residents taking matters into their own
hands, resulting in damage to Park District properties, such as spraying Round
Up in prairies and mowing athletic fields. In addition, a Lighthouse Pointe
resident instructed her landscaper to mow a natural area bordering a pond that
is adjacent to her home down to the waters’ edge. The Village of Frankfort
notified the Park District about this issue and the Village is managing the
situation.

B.

Recreation
Company dancers will be competing in Joliet this weekend.
Jim Randall reported that the end-of-year Dance Showcase will include twelve
separate performances due to COVID-19 guidelines that limit gathering
numbers. Mr. Randall further noted that Nicolette Jerik, Recreation Supervisor,
along with the instructors and Maintenance staff, are to be commended for the
phenomenal efforts involved in planning for the Showcase at Mary Drew. It is
normally held at the LWE Performing Arts Center, and the stage, sound, and
lighting needed to move the performances to this location has been a challenge,
but is being well-managed by all involved.
The summer brochure will be posted online by the end of April.
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Jim Randall is encouraged by signs that the community is ready for the return of
programming, based on good registration numbers for the fall preschool
program. The District will wait for changing guidelines this summer to develop
the ELC format.
Mr. Randall also hopes for a return to a more normal situation that will allow the
District to reopen the F.A.N. program on September 1, 2021.
C.

Information Technology
In conjunction with the RecTrac migration in June, the Park District is
purchasing credit card hardware that will enable use of handheld devices for
accepting payments at remote locations.

D.

Special Recreation
LWSRA is undergoing changes in programming, and Audrey Marcquenski,
Director, and FSPD representative on the LWSRA Board, will attend a meeting
to learn of the new program opportunities that are being developed, and will
provide updates for the Park Board at the May meeting.

E.

Finance and Planning
Jim Randall reported that with the approval of the Operating Budget, the Budget
and Appropriation Ordinance is now underway.

F.

Golf Course
Square Links is setting records this year, thanks to the early opening on March 8
and good play in April.
Dave Gorka was instrumental in correcting issues with the Toptracer Range
camera today. Mr. Randall noted that Toptracer is an amenity that is not
available at surrounding communities’ golf courses, and an effort to further
promote this opportunity will be underway.
Jim Randall reported that the grass bays of the driving range will open the week
of April 19.
Commissioner, Pam Kohlbacher asked if the restaurant will open in the 2021
season. Mr. Randall noted that due to stringent COVID-19 guidelines, we cannot
cost-effectively offer food service, however we can sell packaged products and
beverages.
Jim Randall received a quote and is further negotiating the replacement of the
golf cart fleet with new, reliable carts that come with power points, enabling
golfers to plug in cell phones
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G.

Office
Bonnie Roach, Office Manager, is doing a phenomenal job. Two part-time
clerical staff that were furloughed during the pandemic have been brought back
to assist with various tasks and to answer phones.

H.

Risk Management
Arliss Bouton, Risk Manager, will return in May.
PDRMA assigned a new Risk Management Consultant to our District.

I.

Community Updates
Jim Randall offered congratulations to our newly elected and re-elected
Commissioners.
The Summit Hill School Board will welcome some new Board Members, along
with re-elected Members, and Mr. Randall noted they are also undergoing staff
changes at SHSD 161.
Jim Randall reported that Dr. Tingley remains Superintendent of Lincoln-Way
Community High School District 210, and has been in touch when issues
warrant communication between our two agencies.

J.

Freedom of Information
No FOIA requests were received over the past month.

XI.

Old Business
No old business was discussed.

XII.

New Business
No new business was discussed
A. Commissioner’s Comments
Pam Kohlbacher expressed appreciation to all, stating she enjoyed serving with her
fellow Board Members and wished them all good luck.
All Board Members thanked Pam for her service over the years.
Newly elected Board Member, Frank Florentine stated he is looking forward to the
challenges ahead and learning where he can assist the Park District. Jim Randall
noted that he recently received details regarding onboarding new Members, and
will meet with Frank in the beginning of May to provide information and a tours of
parks and facilities.
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Vice President, Dave Macek reviewed Consolidated Election vote numbers and noted
that of the 18,000 registered voters in Frankfort Square, the largest vote total
received by an incumbent was 1,349, indicating low voter turnout.
Mr. Macek also reported that of the 86,000 registered voters in the Lincoln-Way
High School District, the largest vote recipient n the LWHSD 210 School Board race
received 8,000 votes, indicating a 10% voter turnout.
XIII. Executive Session
No business was brought before the Board that would require an executive session.
XIV. Adjournment
Dave Macek made Motion 21-1635 to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 p.m. Pam Kohlbacher
seconded. Motion carried in a vote by voice.

Respectfully submitted:
Linda Mitchell

